CSECSHi®
'SOUMARJYOTI

Vol-1V e 2010

Edited by :
Bhupen Saikia

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
DULIAJAN COLLEGE, DULIAJAN

Dibrugarh, Assam (India)



SOUMARJYOTI, an Annual Journal of the Department of History, Duliajan
College, Duliajan, Dibrugarh, Assam (India) edited by Bhupen Saikia
and published by Department of History, Duliajan College, Duliajan.

September, 2010.

Rs.-20.00 only

Editor

Faculty Members

Printed by

Price

: Bhupen Sai-=. 40D

Department of History
Duliajan College

: Mr. Bhupen Saikia, HOD

Mrs. Anita Gohain Baruah, Gold Medalist
Mr. Rubul Khatoniar, M. Phil.
Mr. Bhaben Khanikar, M. Phil.

. Mukut Kr. Sarm_ah

Anwesha Printers
BOC Gate, Duliajan
Cell : 94350 05367

: 20.00 (twenty) only

SOUMARJYOTI
JOURNAL OF HISTORY
Vol-1V e 2010

e

Edited by :
Bhupen Saikia.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
DULIAJAN COLLEGE, DULIAJAN
Dibrugarh, Assam (lndig)



SOUMARJYOTI, an Annual Journal of the Department of History, Duliajan
College, Duliajan, Dibrugarh, Assam (India) edited by Bhupen Saikia
and published by Department of History, Duliajan College, Duliajan.
Rs. 20.00 only

September, 2010.

Editor

Faculty Members

Printed by

Price

: Bhupen Saiki=. —oD

Department of History
Duliajan College

: Mr. Bhupen Saikia, HOD

Mrs. Anita Gohain Baruah, Gold Medalist
Mr. Rubul Khatoniar, M. phil.
Mr. Bhaben Khanikar, M. phil.

: Mukut Kr. Sarmah

Anwesha Printers
BOC Gate, Duliajan
Cell : 94350 05367

: 20.00 (twenty) only

wofdl
fogre RRmeRR RE) RetR 1=
AoRy)|
ST SRR SREEee Sgii, RS w@im
©° gefeTol I3 TSI T[T
‘chaarenife’s
@2 v HAD Tefd 39 e |
. G Ret
g SRR



'CONTENTS
Editorial

Tourism Developmentin Assam :

Problems & Prospects - Bhupen Saikia

Oases of Peace : Namphake and

1

Tipam Phake Village - Anita Gohain Baruah 7

The Contribution of Satra Institutions
to the Socio-Cultural Upliftment of Majuli in Assam with
special reference to the Dakhinpat Satra - Rubul Khataniar

A brief analysis of the Moamoria Revolt — Bhaben Khanikar

The Satra Institution under Gadadhar Singha

and Rudra Singha = Dr. Dipankar Gogoi

% PiRfEeR TSR RIeIE ARt ,Q - S *2E

SRS DI A 458Y B2
SIS GO AT G TORLIET o - sporey ofpey

67 7T s AR o cowegR - (2 G5

Departmental Activities

31

39

Editorial

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA CHOUDHURI
: A Great Historian

Dr. Pratap Chandra Choudhuri is a reknowned historian of Assam
and as well as of India. He has contributed many works towards the history
and Assamese literature. Among these his research work “The History of
Civilisation of the people of Assam to the twelfth century A.D.” is the greatest
work where he writes a detailed and complete study of Assam before the
Ahom invasion. In this regard his research guide A.L. Basam remarks
‘In his thorough study of Assam before the Ahom invasion Dr. P. C.
Chaudhury has minutely examined all the sources and has presented his
conclusions with critical acumen. His works is the most detailed and complete
study of the subject hitherto published and will long remain the standard
work on early Assam. He was awarded the doctor of philosophy on the
said subject from the University of London in 1953.

Dr. Chaudhuri was born on the 16th January, 1917 at Sundaridiya of

'Borpeta, Assam in a cultured family. He has got the intellectual and cultural

consiousness in his early life. He passed the High School Leaving Certificate
Examination from Bogpeta High School in 1937 and had passed the B.A.
Examination from the Cotton College in 1941. In 1944 he got M.A. degree
from Benaras Hindu University in the subject of History. His special paper
was Ancient Indian History. He started his service life as professor in regular
sequence Kanangopara College of Chattragram, B. N. College, Dhuburi,
and Cotton College, Guwahati. In 1949 he was appointed as a professor of
History in Guwahati University. After obtaining Ph. D. degree he resigned
professorship and joined as a Director of History and Antiquarian Department
and engaged himself in creative works. At last in 1974 he became the Head
of the Department of History, Dibrugarh University and retired from this
university in 1977. He also visited Mongolia asa representative of Indian
Government in 1976. It was Dr. P. C. Chaudhuri who prepared the



memorandum of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee regarding the
resettlement of states, though he was not an active member of any political
party, but he had a great confidence in the Indian National Cohgress. His
edited books are 'A Catalouge of Sanskrit Manuscript', 1961, Smriti Jutish
Sar Sangrah with Dr. Manoranjan Sastri, 1964, Hastividranava (frans.
& edited), 1976, Abhinandan Bharati (Prof. K. K. Handique felicitation
volume) with B. N. Sastri, 1982, Ananda Lahari of Ananta Acharya edited

"The History of Civilisation of the peopie of Assam to the twelefth century’
has been published in various editions. Now, he has completed ninty four
years. Hope he will cross century.

. Recently, on 25th August 2010, the Asom Sahitya Sabha, a great
ll.terary organization of Assam has honoured Prof. Chaudhury by offering
him Sadasya Mahiyan a great honour of literature, along with three other
literatures of Assam. Dr. Nalinidhar Bhattacharjee Dr. Pramod Bhattacharjee
and Dr. Amalendu Guha. The Asom Sahitya Sabha has done a very
commendable work and they deserve thanks and appreciation for that. We
congratulate Dr. P. C. Chaudhury Sir and pray to God for hjs good health.

Regarding this volume of the journal of History Soumarjyoti we are
grateful to the contributors. We are also grateful to the Arts Forym Duliajan
College who has offered a grant of Rupees Five thousand for the departmental
works. At last I extend the gratitude to our faculty members for their kind
co-operation.

Bhupen Saikia
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN ASSAM

PROBLEMS & PROSPECTS
Bhupen Saikia

Tourism, a Smokeless industry or a young industry is becoming
one of the most flourishing industries in the world. It can absorb
thousands of unemployed men or women. Not only that, it generates
foreign exchanges and raising the living standards of human societies.
It primarily concemed with attracting people to a destination, transporting
them, providing accomodation food, entertainment as well as ensuring
their safe return. As it became more popular industry, it has achieved
a lot towards its infrastructure development, rail road, water and air
transport system, various travel agencies, hotels, vehicle owners,
guides and interpreters etc. are helping towards this direction.
It generates earnings for hoteliers, travel agents, taxi drivers, craftman,
souvenir sellers, transporters, airlines, tourist guide and show makers
and promoted social iptegration and national as well as international
understanding. | :

Tourism has become so important and competetive that many

countries some 150 of them has set up national tourist organizations
to attract foreign tourist to their country and to encourage their own
people to travel within their own country.“Every country wants to earn
more tourist revenue than its neighbour because this money helps
them to improve the economic conditions of their own people. In India,
this organisation is called the Department of Tourism under the Ministry
of Tourism. The Indian Government welcomes foreign tourist both
friendship and for the incomes and jobs they generates. India’s first
Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who was very keen on
promoting tourism, and gave a message to the people of India”

e e
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Welcome a Tourist and send back a friend.” The later prime minister
Late Indira Gandhi & Late Rajiv Gandhi too were great supporters of
Tourism. Tourism has expected to touch the figure of 1048 millions
the world over 2000 A.D. India at present shares a small fraction of this
number. In this tourist movement basically confined to North America,
Europe, Japan, Australia and New ==tand. So the government of India
has put tourism high on their list o priorities, established department
of Tourism in 1958 under the ministry of Transport and Communication.
In 1967 department of tourism and Civil Aviation was converted into
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation. The formation of Indian Tourism
Development Corporation (L.T.D.C.) in 1966 and subsequently the
formation of state tourism offices greatly helped in growing tourism
both at domestic as well as international level.

Tourism, the modern busimes; enterprises comprises
accomodation, catering, transport, publicity services, duty free shops,
an in- house travel agency the Ashok Travels, Entertainment,
Conferences and a management consultancy Providing services within
India in abroad. For the improvement of Tourist business there must
be peace. In absence of which no visitors will be interested with to visit
such place. Well trained manpower, tourist guide are ajgq important
actors for the development of tourism.

Assam is situated in the extreem east of the Indian union. Almost
one third of its boundary is covered by hills. It is very rich in the
production of tea, oil, coal, wood. Apart from this the natyrg beauty of
Assam has a mesmeric. Its hills, rivers, jungle, swamps, heavy rain
fall and soft climate are alien the dry and dusty plains of the other parts

of the country. Assam’s fauna and flora too have affinities with the -

Malayan region rather than with India. A great sakta shrine of Kamakhya
of Nilachal, Keshai Khati of Sadia are important tourist place of Assam.
Apart from this two shrines there are so many religious places of
different religions like Baithistrasrama, Nabagraha, Ugratara shrine
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Sukleswar Mandir, Bhubaneswari Mandir, Siva linga of Monikomeswar,
Aswaklanta, Rudreswar Hoigriva Madhava temple of Hajo, Powamakka
of Hajoo, Kritanghar of Borpeta, Bordua of Nagaon, Ajan Phakir Dorgah
of Gourisagar, different satras of Majuli and the Satras of other places
of Assam, Siva temple of Negheriting, Mahavairava temple’ etc. There
are three national garden and other wild life sanctuaries. Kaziranga,
Manas and Nameri National garden became more developed. Over
and above, Orang and Dibru Saikhuwa are also important tourist place
of Assam. Apart from these Prava, Sonai, Ropai, Laokhowa, Pobitara,
Nambar, Baranadi, Pani Dihing bird sanctuary, Deopahar, Bherajan,
Borajan, Padumani, Chakrasilla of Dhuburi, Garampani, Bordoibam,
Bilmukh of Dhemaji, Diparb'ﬂ, Jatinga are suitable places for tourism
of Assam. _

So far as the historical importance is concerned, specially
mediaval period of Assam was a golden age. In this age Ahom kings
specially Gadadhar Singha, Rudra Singha, Siva Singha, Rajeswar
Singha established different temples and escavated tanks in the
district of Sivasagar. Charaidew the first capital city of Ahom state one
of the remarkable tourist place of Assam. The Bihu, Bhaona,
Bareshaharia Bhaona, Sivarati fair of Sivasagar, the Ambubachi fair of
Kamakhya are also cultural aspects of Assam which have also a great
tourist value.

The geographical location of Assaim shows that the state of
Assam has rich in flora and fauna, natural vegetation, forest, agricultural
product, minarals, silk, tea etc. with abundant natural resources, Assam
has vast potential for devoloping a major tourist indrustry. In Assam,
there are a colourful tribes with their varied cultural and ethnolinguistic
background, their traditional art, handicarfts, fastivals which can attract
the tourist. The land of this state has endowed with several historical
remains, green forest with tranquil atmosphare, different swamps can
be used as tourist place.
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In order to promote tourism as a full fledged industriy, the first
and formost step in by commissioning of good transport and

Guwahati- 1 Phone - 540061, 545404, Fax-547025 (3) Jungle Travels
Silpukhuri, Guwahati -3 Phone - 547862, 522140, Fax- 54063(;
(4) Travel aid Pvt., Ltd Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, Guwahati - 1 Phone
541064, 541065, Fax-520762. (5) Kumar and Brothers, Atgaon
Guwahati - 1 Phone 543161, 541501 Fax 522780. (6) Pushpak
Travels, Panchabati Silpukhuri, Guwahati -3 Phone 521 174, 543564
Fax 521907. (7) East-West Holidays, M. D. Road, Silpukhun‘, Guwahati
-3, Phone - 540379. (8) Destination North-East International, Md

Tayabuna Road, Dighalipukhuri (East) Guwahat; -1 Pho’ne -
511565,511503, Fax - 540376. (9) Blue Hills Travels, Paltanbazar
Guwahati -8, Phone 542059, 547911. (10) Network Travels, G. S'
Road Guwahati-1, Phone -522007, 522105, Fay 522105, (11) ’Green.
Valey Travels, GNB Road, Silpukhuri Guwahati -3, Phone - 544636

543646. (12) Santana Transport Paltanbazar, Guwahati - 8,
(13) Assam Valley Tours and Travels, G.S. Roaq Ulubari, Guwahat;
- 1, Phone - 546133, (14) B.S.S. Travel Service, 23 SRCB Road

Fancy Bazar, Guwahati - 1, Phone-541205, 541206 Fax-542198,
(15) Arva Travels, G. S. Road, Bhangagarh, Guwahatj - 5, Phone;
561881 Fax-563129. (16) Capital Travels Solapar, Guwaha; - 1

Phone - 520743, 520778, (17) Patsons Travels, Goneshgyri Chairali

Guwahati - 5, Phone -561841, 561659, (18) Contienntaj Air Travel,
Dr. B. Baruah Road, Guwahati - 7, Phone- 545627, 543876, (19) Boral;
Tour & Travels, Chandmari, Guwahati - 3, Phone - 55 1848
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(20) Kayali Tours, Rehabari, Guwahati. All the above tour and travel
operators are centred in capital city Guwahati, These are not suficient
for the better imporvement of the tourism in Assam.

There should be constructed the middle level hotel and lodge at
all paces of tourist interest. Besides Tourist Lodges, youth Hostels,
Paying Guest Accomodation, Tourist reception centre etc. should be
set up at all district Head Quarters. The state Government of Assam

~should allocate sufficient funds for this and same shold be granted to

the enterprising enterpreneur. By the by the state Government should
encourage the department of tourist to organise state conferences,
Seminer, workshop and technical meeting on tourism from time to
time to create awarness among the people and its researshers the
importance of tourism. Apart from this the Govenment of Assam must
take step to promote conservation and enhancement of natural
resources as regards to flora and fauna, natural beauty, forest and
unique features of the state through regulated development and also
the Gowvt. of Assam as we as Department of Tourism must take
immediate step by opening up of mare new tourist destinations like
park aveunes, boating complex, theatres, circus, rotation resort, picnic
spots, tourist rest house wayside amenities, shopping centres, botanical
garden etc. in state as to attract more tourist. In this regard one of the
most important thing is this the publicity materials such as brouchers,
tourist literatures, handouts, audio-visual materials, films slides etc.
which can be undertaken by the department concern where the most
upto-date information is readely available in order to inform the
prospective tourist what the state has to offer as wel as to persuade
them to visit it. In order to promote special interst to tourist to visit
Assam, the state tourist department should have specialised staff with
specific knowledge and experience to guide and provide vital information
to the in coming tourist.
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At last we can say the tourism will be succeeded only with the
collaboration and collective efforts of al| deparments concerned and
citizens. The receptivity and hospitality of the all people in this concermned
is of prime importance. Al the inhabitans of the state must welcome
the tourist, that tourist have to b==:ade feel at home all sense of fear,
in security and doubts have to b= :=moved from their mind. Once they
get the feeling of being welcomed, the word will go round and more
tourist will be attracted. The department of tourism should have a open
mind and has to train their people and guides with its relevant agencies
to devolope a genuine service attitude. »

Consulting Books :

1. Travel Agency & Tour Operation by Jaganath Negi. New Delhi - 1998

2. Assam and Assamese Mind (Nagen Saikia. Published by Assam Sahitya Sabha
Jorhat, 1980. - '

3. An Introduction of Travel and Toursim by Pran Nath Seth, Sushma Seth Bhat
New Delhi 1998. '

4. Proceedings of North-East India History A
Imphal (ed) by Monorama Sharma, 2000.

5. Tourism Scenario and its Potentiali
Guwahati, 2000.

Dynamics of Modemn Tourism by Ratandeep Singh, New Delhi 1998
7. Payobhara, monthly journal published from Guwahati Vo, 33 No.6. August, 2002

ssociation, 21st session, Manupur University,
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OASES OF PEACE :
NAMPHAKE AND TIPAM PHAKE VILLAGE

Anita Gohain Baruah

Nestled on the banks of the River Buridihing are a couple of sleepy
little oriental villages which seem to have been frozen in time. These
are the villages of Namphake and Tipam Phake inhabited by the
Tai-Phake, a minority community whose roots go back almost two
thousand years to their original home land in South Western China.

The Tai phake are a branch of the great Tai race. The members
of the Tai race can be found ‘from Assam to far into the Chinese
province of Kwangsi and from Bangkok to the interior of Yunnan'.
(P D Gogoi ‘The Tai and the king-dom’, p.2)

Several studies on the Tai of whom the Tai- Phake form a branch,
reveal their origin, migration and settlement in various parts of South
East Asia. One of the most eminent scholars in the field, Prof. M. Terrien
de Lacouperie asserts that the “cradle of the Shan race was in the
Kiulung mountains, North of Setchuan and South of Shensi, in China
proper.” However the real home of the Tai people or rather the region
where they developed as a distinct race, had been in South-West China,
whence in the course of time, under pressure of the Chinese and the
invadingv Mongol hordes at a later date, they had to move

in successive waves towards the south, fanning out along the
courses.of the great rivers, the Irrawaddy, the Salween, the Menam,
the Mekong and even the Brahmaputra, consolidating their power over
these states (P. Gogoi, TTK P. 102)

Wherever they have spread the Tai have acquired local names.
The Assam branch of the Tai, for instance, that ruled for six
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hundred'years. (AD 1228-1826) in the Brabmaputra Valley is known by
its local name Taij Ahom. The other smaller groups of Taij people that
came to Assam during a later period are known by various local names
such as Tai-Khamti, Tai-Turung, Tai-Aiton, Tai- Khamyang and
Tai Phake.

Several scholars have wri=== about the origin and migration of
the Tai- Phake from their homeland in the Hukawng valley beyond the
Patkai Hills. The meaning of the word Phake according to a Thaj
research scholar Phrammaha Wilaisak Kingcom, is explained thus
“Phake is a combination of two words, Pha + ke Where ‘Pha’ means
‘rocky island’ or ’king’ or ‘royal officer’, and ‘Ke’ means ‘ancient or olq’.
Thus it means ‘anoestog's of a very old dynasty’ or ‘dwellers of a very
old rocky island’.” A translation of an unpublished Manuscript written in
Tai-phake by a Tai-phake scholar Ngi-Yot Weingken, states that “the
Tai-Phake had established them-selves at Hukawng Valley present
Myanmar in AD1215 and stayed there for almost foyr hundred years.
But at that time the Burmese Kings had their domination Upto Hukawng
valley where the Tai-Phake were settled and various oppressive
measures of the Burmese kings made the lives of the Tai-Phake difficult
and miserable. “Consequently the Tai-phake left their home, after 1760
after the accession of the Burmese king Alaungpaya, Crossed the Patkaij
Hills and settled at a place called Nongtao, Presently at Arunachal
Pradesh. While at Nongtao they along with the Khamtis were involved
in hostile operations againsi the Ahom Kingdom in 1797. They were
defeated by the Ahom king, who settled the Tai-Phake in the vicinity
of Jorhat. :

Then, after the Burmese invasions of Assarn in 1817 the
Tai—Ph‘ak_e-were ordered to return to Burma (Myanmar) by the Burmese
soldiers. On their way back they had to stop because of torrential rains
and flooding. They stopped at Namchik and the Burmese proceeded
without them.
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When the British arrived, the Tai-Phake got permission to stay in
Assam. They set up a place in Margherita called Ingthon (ing-family,
thon-housand) with a thousand families. Gradually, they distributed along
the banks of the Brahmaputra is search of cultivable land and settled
at Borphake, Ninggam, Nonglai, Phaneng, Manmo, Longphake.
Some continued down stream along the Dihing River and settled at
the foothills of Tipam. They were the Tipam Phake and another group
settled between Joypur and Naharkatia, on the banks of the Buridihing.
They are Tai-phake of Namphake village.

What is noteworthy about The Tai-Phake is that although their
number is not more than two thousand persons, they have kept alive
their language, religion, and culture in a predominantly alien
environment. They are devoutly religious, and as followers of Therawada
Buddhism, the monastry and their priest play a vital role in their lives.
They live on houses made on stilts (chang-ghar), weave and wear
their traditional dress (there is a loom in every household), in fact they
seem to be located “in a timeless present or a ‘vanquished past”.
Little seems to have changed. A comparison made by a Thai research
scholar has brought out the similarities in the language spoken by the
Tai-phake and standard Thai language.

There is, however, a misconception among certain sections who
believe that the Tai-Phake or for that matter the Tai race has its origin
in Thailand. In fact Thailand came to be known by its present name
only in 1939. The truth is that the Thais of Thailand, and the other Tai
groups, including the Tai-phake, have a common origin in China from
where they spread out in various directions, some settling in present
day Thailand, some in the Shan states of present day Myanmar, some

in the Brahmaputra valley etc. What is remarkable is the similarity of
the Tai groups in various parts of the world. Their dress, food habits,
language, religion and culture speak of a common origin. The fragrance
of ‘sticky rice’ and ‘joha rice’ is common in the eateries in Thailarid.
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The traditional dress womn by the Airhostesses of Thai-Aiwvays is similar
to the dress worn by Tai-Phake women, Thai-communities the world
over celebrate similar festivals and share linguistic and cultural aflinities.
However, no community can live in isolation, free from the
influence of modernization, but the Tai-phake are.a simple community
ruled by tradition and custom, ~==gion is an important factor that
contributes to the psychological well being of the Tai-phake community.
Modernity, it seems can never replace tradition in these oases of peace,
i.e. the villages of Namphake and Tipam phake. m
Reference :
® P. Gogoi - The Tai and the Tai-Kingdoms, 1969.

® Ngi Yot Weingken - From Hukawng Valley to Namphake Village, 2004.

e Phramaha Willaisak Kingcom - A Cornparative Study of Standard Thai and
Tai-phake in Assam (India) Ph.D. thesis 1992.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF SATRA INSTITUTIONS TO THE
SOCIO-CULTURAL UPLIFTMENT OF MAJULI IN ASSAM
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE DAKHINPAT SATRA

Rubul Khataniar

The ‘Satra’ institution in Assam plays an important role in the
socio-cultural uplifiment of Majuli, as well as in Assam. Vaishnava
Satras were founded by Sri Sri Sankardeva, the father of Assamese
culture during the time of Ahom age, in the fifteen century. Many Satras
or Monasteries were constructed by this saint. In the fifteen century,
Sankardeva took shelter in Majuli and spent a couple of rnon.ths at
Beluguri (in West Majuli) which was a place of glory for the historic anc!
auspicious ; ‘Monikanchan Sanjog’ (Meeting) between Sankar.deva and
Madhabdeva. This was the first Satra in Majuli. From ‘Mamkan.chan
Sanjog’, there had been sixty five ‘satras’ growing up for propagation of
ethics and socio-cultural ideas. But at present, there are only twenty
two satras in Majuli. Among those the existing satras are — Dakhinpat
satra, Garamurh satra, Auniati satra, Kamalabari satra, Bengena Ati
satra and Samaguri satra. The Ahom king .iayadhwaj Singha, Gadadhar
Singha, Rudra Singha took initiatives to establish these satras. These
satras preached the Bhagawati Vaishnav Dharma among the peoples
of different level of the society. These satras are the treasure house of
‘Bargeet’, Matiakhana, Jumora dance, Chali dance, Nande Yringee,
Sutradhar, Ozapali, Apsara dance, Dasayatar dance etc. which were
created by Shri Sankardeva. .

Sri Sri Dakhinpat satra is one of the famous satras of Majuli in
Assam. It was established by Banamalideva, one of the greatest saint
of Vaishnavism in 1584 A.D. The Ahom king Jayadhwaj Singh donated
land to this satra. This satra is famous for Raaslila, one of the National
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festival of Assam. This satra has been contributing a lot to the
socio-cultural development of Assam. Other festivals of this satras
Falgu Utsav, Janrnastami, Bihu etc.
The Dakhinpat satra in Majuli : After the death of Sri Sankardeva
in 1568, Neo vaishnavism becar— =ivided into certain sectarian
division. The reason for such division was concerning the assumption
of headship of the creed after the death of Sankardeva. Sankardev
nominated Madhabdeva as the successor to the headship during his
life time. But this nomination displeased Damodardeva, another
contemporary vaishnava peacher, who lost no time and created his
ownindependent branch. The division of Sankardeva Brahmanical being
more apparent, his branch came to be known as Brahmasanghati
Dakhinpat satra is the follower of Brahmasanghati branch The
Dakhinpat satra preaches the pure vagawati religion which was
introduced by Sri Sri Damodardeva The satra worships the idol of
Jadabrai The ‘Satradhikar' and the other Vaishnava of the satra regularly
worship in these times a day of Jadavrai, the main idol of the Dakhmpat
satra. Sri Sri Rashleela is the main festival of the satra This Rashleela
has been observed traditionally by the satra. The tenth Satradhikar of
this satra wrote any songs of Rashleela. These Songs are used in the
Rash festival. Other festivals of the satras are Phalgustay, Bihu,
Janmastami etc.

Among the other Brahmasanghati Satra only Dakhinpat satra
has been preaching Bhagavati Dharma continuously in Assam. Different
school, colleges are established by the aids of the satra. ‘The
Satradhikars’ (head of the satra) organise many cultural programme
in the different parts of Assam. Through these programmes they wants
to spread the cultural relation among the people. By giving initiation
(‘Sarana’) the Satradhikar unites the people and teach the rules of
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religion. Many different sub-satras are established in different places
of Assam. By the sub satras, the Vaishnavas (the inhabitants of satras)
are peaching the Vaishnava religion and morality among the people of
the society. =
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A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE MOAMORIA REVOLT
. Bhaben Khanikar

In the upper Brahmaputra ve==; a mixed tribe of Ahom, Kachari,
Chutia, Moran, Matak and Kaivatra were found to be living during the
period of the Ahom rule in Assam. They started a long series of struggle
against the Ahom rule which is known as the Moamaria Revolution.

It was started from 1769 to 1805, which had divided into three
distinct phases: the initial mass uprising, the attempted coup, and the
wildfire civil war. The first and the third phases of the revolt were marked
by, mass organisation, mobilisation and uprising. The economic base
was the determining factor of the uprising. The repressive Paik and
the Khel system lack of socio-economic choice and freedom, stagnation

and crisis in the backward feudalism and a host of other economic -

factors prepared the ground for revolt. The immediate cause of the
revolt however belonged to the superstructure. It was religious
persecution of the Moamoria gurus and disciples, which fuelled the fire
of revolt. The religious question was important only in the first uprising
when the Moamoria guru and Satra assumed the role of the prime
mover. In the second and the protracted third phase of the revolt, religion
had a backseat and the question of power and war was paramount. In
the medieaval age the question of economic base always manifested
with the symptoms of superstructures. As there was no economic
organisation and conscious class politics, class struggle usually went
on under the guise of religious and other struggles, which definitely the
Moamoria revolt broke out in time.

The Moamoria revolt was neither an ethnic nor a caste based
revolt as is often made out to be, nor was it against any particular
caste or ethnic groups such as Brahmins or Ahoms. Though the revolt
was started by the Morans it was from the very start carried forward by

L
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people of all caste and creeds including Ahom, Chutia, Kachari,
Kaivartas etc. These were all disciples of Moamona guru and called at
times as “Mataks”. Participation of people of all castes and walks of life
in the uprising gave it the character of a real mass uprising. Thus the
Moamoria rebellion is not only the first challenge to the Ahom Monarchy,
but also the first “socio-political movement in the history of Assam
made for the people and by the people.™

As aresult of these factors the Mataks first challenged the Ahom
despotism. They deposed the Ahom king Lakshmi Singha® and placed
their own nominee Ramakanta, a common on the throne. It thus
indicates that the Moamoria guru was against overthrow of the
monarchy in the first uprising. He only wanted change of the ministers
and officials and he tried to dissuade the rebels from the extrerne
step-up he had to give in before his militant disciples. This dithering
actually reflects his class position. Being the head of the richest .Satra
with the largest following he had developed a vested interest in the
state. He had very large land holdings, lots of servitors and slaves and
innumerable cattle ‘and emerged as a feudal landlords himself*.
Thus his interest was not in the overthrow of the existing political system
but effecting changes in it to suit him better. The uprising of the Matak
was however a localized one thus making its success a short-lived
one. The Ahom king soon recovered the throne and pursued a policy
of complete extermination of the Mataks. This reign of terror persuaded
by the restored Ahom regime could not dampen the spirit of the Mataks.
In 1786 they again revolted, reoccupied the Ahom capital, placed their
own nominee Bharath Singha on the throne and compelled the Ahom
Monarch Gourinath Singha to flee to Guwahati®.

This time rebellion of the Mataks brought for the all-dormant
elements into action everywhere in Assam against the Ahom Monarchy.
These elements so long remained docile and silent as they considered
the Ahom monarchy unchallangable. Since, the Mataks belled the cat,
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throwing asunder the divine origin of kingship by placing a number of
commoners on the throne, all the disaffected elements of Assam raised
their head against the monarchy. The people of Darrang, Nagaon and
Kamrup rose® against the fugitive Ahom king Gourinath Singha. Some
of the hill tribes of the present A~-==chal Pradesh and their Bahatias*
also for various reasons joine= he Mataks against the decaying
Ahom regime. o .

Thus the troubles that cropped up both in hills and plains of Assam
shortened the life of the Ahom monarchy. Even the support administered
by the British by sending captain Welsh in 1792 to Assam to help
Gourinath Singha and the creation of an army on a new line on the
British Model failed to save the ultimate ruin of the Ahom kingdom. For,
the Moamoria rebellion and the subsequent Burmese invasion to Assam
let loose certain problems which could be solved through foreign
intervention The Britishers from the west and the Burmese from the
east both interested in the affairs and rich territory of Assam collied in
those land, as a result of which, the Ahom monarchy was doomed and
the era of British colonialism ensued in the whole north eastern region.
Even the autonomous Matak kingdom under Sarbananda Singha, which
could exact recognition from the Ahom Kingdom and then of the British
government, was ultimately annexed by the British imperialist in 1839.

Though the peasant rebel was successful in capturing the capital
and political power thrice, they themselves could not affect any notable
reforms. They were also not historically and socio-economically
equipped to do so as thetr social origin-was the peasentry. As such,
though the existing repressive political system was broke down, it was
not replaced by a new one.

The Matak rebellion brought tremendous changes in the socio-
political Structure of the state. The very basis of the Ahom administrative
structure i.e., the Paik system made practically obsolete by the Matak
rebellion. Further the government had to yield to many demands of the

]
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common people. Thus the later were given the right even to dismissal
of the state officials’ Moreover, the monarchs and the nobility had to
surrender certain traditional priviledges that were earlier monopolized
by them. To cite an example, the right to use Palanquin was made
permissibie to anybody on paying Rupees thousands.

The success of the Mataks though short lived, had a great
significance in the history. of Assam. It was the first successful
challenge to the despotic Ahom monarchy. It was also the first time
that commoners were placed on the Ahom throne that claimed divinity.
Another notable feature was that this is for the first time that many
Matak Women actively participated in the politics and fight along with
the Matak men folk.

It appears that the revolt shook the very foundation of the Ahom
monarchy. Especially it had remarkable impact on the administrative
policy of the Ahoms. The state policy, as the days of making conquest
for military glory was long over. The question now is how to overcome
the crisis of the monarchy and maintain its traditions.

Thus as a result of prolonged confusion, economic life in Assam
was dislocated. Cultivation suffered and population reduced. Peace
and security of life became obstacle. Finally people flung open the
gateway of Assam for the foreigners - the British and the Burmese let
alone the Borkandezes. But it was the British who could ultimately
established their mastery over this region. m



THE SATRAINSTITUTION UNDER GADADHAR SINGHA
AND RUDRA SINGHA '

Dr. Dipankar Gogoi

Gadadhar Singha’s Policy of P=rsecution ;

At the time of accession ¢~ —==dadhar Singha(1680-1696 A. D.)
to the throne, the Satra institutior: i:ad a stronghold among the people
of the Ahom kingdom. After accession to the throne, Gadadhar Singha
adopted an oppressive policy against the Satras. The king decided to
curb power of the Satras for several reasons. While he was remaining
in concealment to escape from the punishment of Lara Raja
(1679-1681 AD), who had been killing or mutilating all legal claimants

to the throne in order to make his position secure, Gadadhar Singha -

alias Gadapani saw the real nature of the Satras. Thus, he had some
personal knowledge and exprience about the influence and prosperity
of the Satras. During this period, Gadapani visited the Dakhinpat and
Auniati Satras in disguise. He noticed the wealth and strength of
menpower in those Satras. He also saw a large gold image of Vishnu
at the Dakhinpat Satra.’

He feared that the increased numbers of disciples in the Satras
would weaken the Ahom administration. It may be mentioned in this
connection that Jayadhvaj Singha granted the celibate dosciples of the
Satras?. In the course of time, many Paiks became Vaishnava Bhakatas
and took shelter in the Satras to get exemption from manual labour to
the state. Thus, the number of false Kewaliya Bhakats gradually
increased in the Satras, which had deprived the state of the service of
a considerable number of the population. Gadadhar Singha realized
that if this was allowed to continue, the administrative functionary would
be inoperative. .

He also witnessed the growth of a system in some Satras similar
to the Ahom government with officers like Bora, Saikia, Hazarika,
Phukan and Rajkhowa besides some professional Paiks attached to
the Satras.? There were also ecclesiastical officers like Bar Medhi,
Medhi, Bar Sajtola, Sajtola, Kakati etc. in the Satra to manage their

administration. These mini states grew up within the state, which was

a great threat to the Ahom power.
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Gadadhar Singha also had his personal experience of moral
degradation oi some Vaishnava Bhakats. He found that love for ease
and comfort made some heads and disciples blind to their spiritual
responsibility as well as ideal of morality. While he was visiting the
Auniati Satra, the Deka-Adhikar spat on his body*, which was dead
against the basic principle of the Bhakti Dharma or Neo-Vaishnavism,
which taught that God lies in the body every living being.

His leaning towards Saktism had also encouraged him to adopt
an extreme policy towards the Vaishnavas. .

As part of this policy, Ram Bapu, the Dakhinpat Gosain, was
made captive and was deprived of his eyesight. His properties were
confiscated and the gold and silver idols of the Satrawere melted down?®.
Keshavdeva, the Gosain of the Auniati Safra was exiled to Sadiya and
his properties also were confiscated®. Gadadhar Singha had already
removed all the non-celibate disciples taking shelter in the Satras’ and
compelled them to render their service for construction of roads,
ramparts and excavations tanks®. It is said that the Dhodar Ali, which
still exists in Sivasagar district, was built with the service of those
so-called Bhakats.®

No doubt, the Kala Samhati Satras were badly affected by his
persecution policy. Some Adhikars of this Samhati were banished to
Namrup with their-brothers and sons and many of them were
beheaded. Their Satras and other properties were also set to fire'.

_ Not only the heads, but also the disciples belonging to different ethnic

groups and lower castes such as Kaivartas and Haris were tortured
and their properties were robbed off''. They were compelled to eat
roasted flesh of hogs, cows and fowls, which was considered as a

great insult by them. But, the disciples of high castes, on the other *

hand, were left aside'2.

Rudra Singha’s Policy of Conciliation and Division :

Rudra Singha, son.and successor of Gadadhar Singha,
reversed his father's policy of persecution and adopted a liberal
outlook towards the Satras. Soon after his accession to the throne,
he restored the monasteries to the deported heads or to the heirs of
the deceased ones.

In spite of his liberalism, Rudra Singha did not totally give up the
oppressive policy of his father against the Kala Samhati Satras. During

©
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his reign, the question of authority of the Sudra Mahantas to initiate the
Brahmins became a matter of discussion, which had been actualy
raised by the latter. It may be mentioned that Sankaradeva made no
discrimination of caste and creed in the matter of initiatior.
Damodaradeva and Harideva were the two leading disciples of
Sankarade,va who were Brahmins. Madhavadeva also initiated the
Brahmlns and appointed. apos=== of that caste. Gopaldeva had also
six chief Brahmin disciples. Th=-:rahma Samhati Satras had a close
relatior)ship with the Ahom court®. In course of time, a section of
Brahmins began to oppose the practice of initiation of a Brahmin by a
non-Brahmin Satradhikar. They even influenced the court to repeal the
system. Under the influence of this section of Brahmins, the king brought
the matter for open discussion. Accordingly, he summoned the Sudra
Mahantas and asked them to establish their authority to initiate the
Brahmins on the basis of scriptural evidence'. Five Sudra Mahantas
accepted the challenge™. But they could not produce scriptural evidence
in support their contention in time. As a result, the king ordered their
slaughter after throwing into prision's. Due to the timely intervention of
the officers, the king repealed his order. Later on, the Mahantas were
expelled from the court with earthen-pitches painted with lime hung
from their necks'?, which was a mark of great humiliation. Then the
king passed a decree known as the Synod of Garhgaon. There were
four main provisions in the decree-(a) the Sudra Mahantas were not
allowed to initiate the Brahmins, (b) the Brahmins were not permitted
to stay at any Sudra Satra, (c) no Brahmin of neighbouring villages
was allowed to visit the Kala Samhati Satras and (d) both parties would
be punished in violation of these provisions®. Later on, receiving the
information of staying of two Brahmins in the Mayamara Satra, the
king punished its Mahanta'®.

No doubt, this policy of Rudra Singha showed the seeds of
discord between the Brahmins and the Sudra Mahantas. Consequently,
the attitude of those Mahantas and their disciples towards the Brahmins
both Sakta and Vaishnavas, who inclined towards the court, turned
into much enimity?.

Rudra Singha introduced the system of registering the existing
Satras and gave official recognition only to this kind of Satras. At that
time, the number of officially recognized Mahantas was 1 280, who
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were popularly known as Efaka-Mahanta. Etaka Mahanta may he a
collective name of those Mahantas as 1280 cowries constituted a
rupee?'. Besides, Rudra Singha created a post named Sutriya-Barua
for keeping relation with the Satras.

The policy of persecution and division of Gadadhar Singha and
Rudra Singha towards the Satras was not successful. Gradually the
Satras became more powerful with wealth and manpower. During the
period of Lakshmi Singha the disciples of Mayamara Satra rose a
rebellion against the Ahom rule in 1781. =
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DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES

First Local Tour in Tipam Area

A group of students of the Department of History guided by Prof
B. Saikia, H.O.D. accompanied with Prof. (Mrs.) A.G. Boruah, Prof. R.
Khatoniar, Prof B. Khanikar with thirteen Major students and two H.S.
students visited Tipam area which is about 14 k.m. far from Duliajan
on 8" November 2009, where the founder of the Ahom dynasty Sukapha
was staying for about 3 months after crossing the Patkai range in
December 1228 A.D. This area is historically a most important place
situated in the extreme east of the district of Dibrugarh. Bhadoi Nagar
was a remarkable place during the time of Gadadhar Singha (1681 -
1714), one of the great Ahom king who established Bhadoi, in a place
called Bhadoi Nagar in recognition for the women who helped him in
his fugitive period. There are many historical as well as tourist important
places. These are Gadadhar Sing Pukhuri, Padum Pukhuri,
Naglaga Pukhuri, Raj Pukhuri, Sengelijan Pukhuri, Buri Pukhuri,
Sita Kunda, Sial Garh alias Patal Borbaruah Garh, Charaipung,
Bura Danganiar Than, Tipam Devi Than, Nagaghat, Deosal, Tipam
Phake village and Buddha Temple, Dihing Patkai Santury etc.

The names of the students who accompanied the team are
as follows :
BA. YT Pulok Gogoi, Simanta Bordoloi, Biswajit Sonowal and

- Udipta Kalita. )
BA.IIYT. Jyoti Das, Hemanta Mech, qualakhsmi Dutta.
BA.IYT. Nayanmoni Saikia, Udayan Kalita, Rita Tairai, Daisy
Hazarika, Tulumoni Phukan, Simalakhsmi Gogoi.

H.S.1Yr. Deepjyoti Gogoi, Pallavi Gogoi.
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The team was managed by the Department of History and started
the journey at 8 am on that day. Mr. Nilam Buragohain a local guide of
Tipam and Miss Anu Sonowal an ex-student of the college helped in
this excursion from the beginning to the end. They were analyses the
importance of all the historical remains and other natural prosperity.
They also organized the lunch for the team in their custody and prepared
an uncommon tribal di<:- which was made in bamboo pipe both rice
and curry with indigen—= vegetables. After taking lunch at 3 pm the
team closed their tour and started their return journey and reached the
college at 4 pm. All the students collected the materials for their
academic purpose in this tour.

This tour was very fruitful for the students as well as the teachers.

Second Local Tour in the South West Portion of the District of
Dibrugarh .
The Department of History, Duliajan College organized a second
field visit in the south-west portion of the district of Dibrugarh on the 16
November 2009 where different historical remains of medieval Assam
History are scattered headed by. Prof. B. Saikia H.O.D., History
Department accompanied with Prof. R. Khatoniar, Prof. B. Khanikar,
Manoj Deka, Anu Sonowal, an ex-student along with 26 students. The
team started their journey at 8 a.m. on that day and took their breakfast
at Dibrugarh and reached Lejai Kalakhowa under Larua Mouza in the
district of Dibrugarh at 11 a.m. where Mr. Kiron Gogoi, president of the
Dibrugarh Jila Sahitya Sabha, Mr. Krishna Kanta Borah, Secretary
Dibrugarh Jila Sahitya Sabha, Mr. Tarun Borah, Head Master of
Kalakhowa High School with his teaching staff were waiting for the
team. They welcomed the team to the site where the Raidongia Dole
is situated. Mr. Kiron Gogoi, Mr. Tarun Borah gave a detail history of
Raidongia Dole, Raidongia Pukhuri, Raidongia Ali, some important
historical remains of Upper Assam.

Je= -
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Raidongia Dole : It was constructed by Pramatta Slng-ha.
(1744-175 1), the Ahom King who gave 200 puras of land to N-lta:
Raidongia Boruah, the son of Kalia Raidongia Poruah as he ma;n:ﬂ
his younger sister Jamini alias Jamuna. The height of the D.OIe is f
and its breath is 150 ft. Originally, there were 24 nos. of images o
Hindu Gods in the wall of the door. But at present therfa are 14 nos. of
images of Hindu Gods. Others have been damaged for different reasons.
According to local tradition there were a big Doba (Drum, 60 Kg.),hone
big Bell (10 Kg.), one big copper Vessel (5 Kg.). Bu't at present.t :re
are no images inside the door except 5 nos. of Doll of Lion (Nam Sing aj
and 5 nos. Trisul (Trident). Nitai Raidongia Boruah constructed a r.o'a
from Lejai to Mohanaghat through Medela Reserve. Ithas a local tradm:n
that the Daffallas used to come to pay their annual.vrevenues to the
Ahom king through this route. Anothelt roafi which startedI fro;:
Khowang to National High Way through Dikhari Tea Estate the:deng_
of the road is about 11 K.m. This road was constructed by Ra! ongua
Boruah, which is known as Borphukanar Ali. Sensua Puf(hun, Bejc:r
Bari, Bejor Dole are situated near the road a.t some dlfferenc.e; 9
each other. There are two tombs in the back side of the Pahom ar;
M.V. School. According to local tradition, these are the burla! places o
the Ahom King Suhung mung Dihingia Raja (1497-1539) and his youn?e(;
queen. During the time of Ahom administration 41 nos. Borboruah rule !
Upper Assam. Some of them were buried in the south of the presen
Borboruah Town near 37 national high way. The graveyarfi of Dasafratha
Dowarah Phukan, a popular officer during the time of Rajeswar Singha
(1751-1769) existed in Rongsali Grant in the Khowang. Tea I?statt’e.’
During the time of Pramatta Singha (1 744-175 1) Bejor Dole
was constructed in Bejor Pather near Dhemesi under khovwfang. Mouza
in the district of Dibrugarh. There are a few Satr.a’s, Thanin t!1|s area.
Such as Kaliai Than, Sesa Mukh Satra, Dihing Than which were;
established by the later disciples of Sri Sri Gopal Deva, the founder o

the Kala Samhati Satra.

€ e
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All these historical properties are lying in complete negligence of
the govt. after visiting the historical places of the south-west area of
the Dibrugarh district the team took their lunch at Sepon at 3 p.m and
ending their field visit, started their return journey and reached the ;:ollege
at ?:30 p.m. Mr. Phatik Chandra Gohain, a local historian of Khowang
guided the team in Khowang area. The visit to these historical sites
were possible because = INDIA LTD. helped by providing a bus for
the excursion.

The name of the students were as follows :

B.A.3rd Year - Biswajit Sonowal, Simanta Bordoloi, Numal Gogoi
Udipta Kalita '

B.A.2nd Year - Lalit Tungkhungia, Hemanta Mech, Jayalakhi Dutta

B.A. 1styear - Seema Laksmi Gogoi, Tulumoni Phukan, Rita Taira.i
Diganta Sonowal, Sarat Saikia, Nayanrnoni Saikia'
Daisy Hazarika, Rupam Gogoi, Udayan Kalita. |

“'H.S.2nd Year - Pallavi Gogoi, Jushna Gogoi, Biki Sonar, Saiyada

Jasmina Jafrin

H.S. 1st Year - Deepamoni Buragohain, Saiyada Majida Seria, Arati
Thapa, Sanjay Gogoi, Deepjyoti Gogoi, Jinti
Rajkonwar.

Seminar:

A seminar was held by the Department of History, Duliajan
Colleg-e, on 08-09-2009 on the topic, “The Importance of ‘Bhadoi’ In
the History of Assam”. The Seminar was well attended by all the
students and teachers of the Department , and was especially enriched
by the presence of the Chief Guest, Dr. Dipankar Gogoi, HoD of History
, Naharkatia College and Dr. S.N. Gogoi SI. Grade Lectuuier Department
of Pol. Sc. , Duliajan College. The Seminar was conduct'ed smoothly
by Sri Bhupen Saikia, HoD of History, Duliajan College.

The interesting History of ‘Gadapani’ the great Ahom king and
the establishment of ‘Bhadoi Nagar’ situated in the extreme east of
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the Dibrugarh districtas a gesture of gratitude, together was the question
of conservation of ancient monuments in and around Tipam and
establishment of the areaas a tourist spot were among the points that
were highlighted by the speakers. It was finally decided to endeavour
to name this area as ‘Gadadhar Singha Kshetra’.

GUARDIAN MEETING

As directed by the principal, Duliajan College, Department of
History Duliajan College held a guardian meeting on 12th Nav. '09 at
the museum of the college. The meeting was presided by Bhupen
Saikia H.0.D., History and object of the meeting delivered by Rubut
Khatoniar Lecturer, Dept. of History. In his speech he referred to
the importance of guardian meeting in an educational institution. Mr. M.
Bordoloi a guardian highly appreciated the works of the department of
History and promised to help in the academic development of the
Department. Mr. D. Saikia another guardian delivered a speech on the
importance of guardian meeting and he suggested to hold such meeting
atleast twice in a year. Prof. (Mrs.)A.G. Boruah, Prof. Bhaben Khoniker
also interacted with the guardians regarding the academic development
of the students. In presidential remarks Mr. B. Saikia H.O.D. referred
to the importance of the day and said in an educational institution there
are four factors, these are students, teachers, authority and guardians.
In general, guardians are always left aside. Most of the guardians are
not willing to be involved in educational institution. Very few guardians
seem to take interest in their son or daughter. He opined that guardians
should come in any time to college arfd give suggestion, objection if
any. He congratulated everybody and concluded his speech with a
fruitful word. Vote of thanks offered by Prof. B. Khonikar. At last

president declared the end of the meeting.
sz
(Bhupen Saikia)

" H.O.D.
Department of History
Duliajan College
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