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TOURISM INDUSTRY : A PERSPECTIVE

--Anita Gohai.. waruah
Lecturer, Dept. of History

The North-Eastern part of India is a land of incredible natural beauty. Prospects for

the development of Tourism, therefore i i

¢ ! ; . , , are immense. At such a time, when the touri
lndustry_ is l?glng vugon:o:._lsly marketed as a viable means of income and empufyt,'::"l
generatlon, itis rather intimidating to present an alternative perspective. However ceﬂaf‘
issues need to be addresed in order to prevent a negative fallout of the development of th':

Industry in the North-East.
At a seminar held at Dibrugarh University on the topic, "Dimensions an

of Tourism in North-East India,” a speaker representing the ICC, while presenti:g:';:sgems

displayed a clip of a beautiful valley in the North-East, and his question was, "But \;;h;;er,

are the people 7" The clip reminded me of the Debang Valley which | had rec'ently visite:ie

The valley is s0O breathtakingly beautiful, so unspoilt and untouched that it makes me feei

fiercely possessive about it, and the thought that came to my mind was, "Thank God, no

people.” In my mind's eye, | couldseea contrasting picture. A valley filled with people \;Vith
lling artefacts, commercialization leading

all the accompanying litter and noise, shops S€
keepers trying to make ‘a quick buck’ by

to the production of sub-standard artefacts, shop
fieecing the tourists -Welcome to the world where money-making is the primary motivating

factor, and saddest of all, corruption of the mind set of the innocent hill people ; in a
nutshell, the crucification of innocence. Sadly, such.ins'ularity is a luxury we cannot afford
because the tourism industry is now oné of the major industries of the world, capable of

generating a sizeable portion of the national income.
Since the North-East is now one of the designated bio diversity zones in the world

the development of the industry must keep in mind the sustainability factor, so that we do
not destroy the very attractions that led to the development of tourism in the first place.

The North-East is 2 region of incredible natural beauty, the land scape includes

snow-capped mountains, rolling tea gardens and stretches of golden paddy fields, an
incredible variety of orchids, the world famous oné homed rhino, wild elephants and deer.

Forsucha region, eco-tourism or nature based tourism is the best option.

ector Ceballes Lascu
d areas with the spec

rain in 1983 is defined as "Nature
ified object of studying, admiring
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and enjoying nature and its wild plants and ani -
found in these areas". mals, as well as existing cultural aspects

While promoting eco-tourism, there are several issues that need to be addressed.

o ! ing water i i .
bShlllozg in spite of abundant rainfall in the regjon, Pr:':cat:x hil resorts like Darjeeling and
e undertaken to make up for the shortage, ectslike rain water harvesting should

® Adequate sanitation and pro
. per sewage di
be strictly enforced to prevent pollution, ge disposal systems are imperative and should

® Inorderto make these measures operativ
and education must be undertaken becays t: s e tensive programme of public awamess

and ot i € the dev:
unchecked touristinflow can cause irreversiplg oo of haphazard tourist aciites
And as a final word-- the locaj people ge to the ecosystem.

major share of the profits as com i O Work in the i
Pensation for the *he industry should receive a
ntrusion on their lj ¢
ir lives.

3.
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HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITER"URE

UNDER THE KOCH KINGS

--Dr. Bhadreswar Bokatial

Head, Dept. of History

Tingkhong College

The Koch kings who formed their state on the ruin:s of the Kamata kingdom naturally
inherited the background for literary patronage from their predecessors of Kamata. A gal-
axy of scholars and poets adorned the Koch capital at Kamatapur in Koch-Behar during
the reign of king Biswa Singha (1 510-1540). Biswa Singha ls.saud to have settied numerous
Brahman pandits in his capital, and scholars bglleved that it was during his reign that the
Sanskrit work Yogini Tantra was composed. His son Naranarayan and Suqudhvaj alias
Chilarai were leamed Sanskritscholars, and had their education at Banaras. Itis recorded

krit dictionary called Malladevi Abhidhan and Chilarai

n wrote the Sans ; an ¢
\t::ritt:l : ?J:::ﬁtary on the Gitagovinda of Jaydev. King Naranarayan maintained a digni-

d Ramsaraswati. It was at

scholars of such repute as San!taladeva an was a

tﬁheedifz:::sd ?r:gf?/gmmes of religious works including the epics were prngced in both
Assamese and Sanskrit. Other scholars of the Koch court who were obtaining royal pa-

o wrote the work called Kitavatmanjart a book on arithme-
tronage were Bakul Kayastha hottam Vidyabagish who compiled his famous

. ing Purus
tic, lanq surver)T/‘ ::‘ ga::g';:'::;:g':gRatnamala and other lexicons; Sridhar who composed
Sanskrit graT logy, such as the Sandhya-Khanda, Jyotirmala and Barshakritya; Kavi
works on astro Oglt/ve the Chandas sastra; Bhattadeva who wrote his Katha Bhagavata and
Kamapura who w d Pitambara Siddhantabagish who wrote numerous works on astrol-
Gita both in prose; and Fi d Chilarai that Ram Saraswati translated the

. narayan an
ogy. Itwas at the instances of Nara . verse and wrote the Vyadha Charita and

j into Assamese :
mjor porton o Mahahharalal® o' = 1 o os also encouraged studies on the Smrites.
also the Gitag

i e. Th - ge

g a;%ﬁus:?riss like the Brihad-Gangajal, Smntl. Sagara aqd Dasakarma

There wel"'%aléea?ny ived in the 15th century A.D. Pﬁmbaéa s!g,;:gtav agish

Pitaka - all by rayana compiled as many as eig een Smri ibandhas,

who was in the courtK‘:u'r‘lnaJ;"ga:ﬂauanﬁ Kaumudi, Pitrikritya Kaumudi, Ekadashi Kaumudi,

such o, Gahanq Shraddh'a Kaumudi, Tirtha Kaumudi, Qurgotsava. Kaumuq,, Gudhartha

Dasakarpa l.(aumu.c:z, umudi etc.. The tradition of encograglng educatlop and "tqrature was

Kaumud: S e essors of Naranarayan almost till the end of their rule. It is said that
continued by the succ -

3
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Raghudey, the founder of Koch Hajo ki i
aghudey, th . jo kingdom in Kamrup a i
¥hlth him to his capital at Bamagar, the three importanf c::rtasi(:nu?m of Naranarayan, took
ey were Pitambar Sidhantavagis, Parusuttam Vidyavagish an g 3;2 0: klmg Naranayan.
skalai.

The same patronage was extended to th
e scholars duri ; .
‘s”c;r; aer:t’a st;tln'g::‘ezsgr t?: Raghude_v, and his brother Balinifnrad)';lz:::1 glgse gr'z\e of king Parikshit,
N Pe - yh‘ e Ahom king Pr_atap Sinha as tribuiary rulerin D armanarayan who
P f arikshitnarayan and Balinarayan that Damodara Mi e carang. ltwas at the
arva of the Mahabharata into Assamese verse. One 'shra translated the Sailya

astrologer by profession, got patrona Sagarkhari Daivaj
' ge from them and co, aivajna who was an
. ; m
verse. The example set by the Koch kings was followeq als%ot?; :;frl:eKurmawal Badhin
members of their

nobility. Thus, Madhabdeva, the chief e

. ' deva, the e postle of Sankarade

into Assamese verse in Koc=—=ar at the request of on \éf_:\. translated the Namamalika
i.e. a minister of king Lakshri—=rayan. © Birupakashya who was a Karji

The Vaishnava reformers got special patronage from th
e

literary works of Sankardeva and Madhabde

va has been prodyce Koch kings. Most of the

Naranarayan. It is said that Sankardev. d

' : a com Sleh under the

Assamese Vaishnavas, during his stay at Koch-g:ltg :II: t|r( ana-Ghosa thep;;?:i?;?;
. anslat \

into Ass i
amese verse also at the instance of king N edthe Bhagavata Purana

of th > aran P,
is great king that Sankardeva composed the famou: rngl?éﬁ%am. itwas the direction
@mala which was buta

sumn i S S
ummary of the Bhagavata Purana. In like way, it was at the in t
ance of Chilarai that

Sankardeva got Jama-Purana translated i

into Assam

composed th j i esev

the purpose by the K atg ral Chilarai. Even after the deathg atthe theater hall built for

Naranarayan, at Koct?B;I‘:gfgl\:aftri?lmbtjaksr‘mmaraya" (1 587$f6?gnkardeva' Madhabdeva

: . . abdeva’ ' '

during the rule of king Lakshminarayan o Nama-GhOSha was °°ms::822('j Sll(lccessor of
. In Koch-Behar

The Koches who bec: i .
Hindu culture and literature, atan; Hindu .early in the 16th cent
ars and consequent develo;;rgnenltc:flany its religious literatyre l"lrrr}; Patronized by all means
the background for the subsequentacir::;zo'fnsansmt and ve.mast:rlgral?tronage tothe schol-
had their own language and literature, of 00E:rsent.of literature jn Assa' erature thus formed
the Brahmaputra valley, after their coming i e differen m. Th
e heround which naturally made tfiem pursue th
part of the Koch kingdom in th es
ated the process. It is recorded th oy part of g
. at the Ahom-Ko 17th centy
ch kin ry had further accel
er-

Assamese) between them which i
ich itself f gs ex
the 16th and 17th centuries. ®®® ormed a class of Prosg};g?aetd polical letters (in
ure in Assamese i
se in

*60 *
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ALBERUNI'S CONTRIBUTION TO MEDIEVAL INDIAN

HISTORIOGRAPHY

--Sri Jitu Khanikar
Ex. Student, Duliajan College.

©

nd history of history writing. Medieval Indian
Muslims to India. Before coming to Indian
here they had inherited consciousness in
of historical literature in the

Historiography is the method a
historiography started with the coming of the
they were in close contact with persia and from t
history writing. In India, the Muslims provided a huge mass .
shape of dynestic and regional histories, biographics and memories efc. _But as most of
these historians were connected with various kings and courts, they sometimes took bias.
They consulted mainly official records. Moreover, as mqst of these h.sstonans came from
the historical classes and kept close to the kin(s;lst.h theyllgn‘;: :gdth:y"tf:ea:gc‘i’gne‘i:gﬁgfn ?;
the comm . result, they ignored the role p o ]
forces in tt?en sFt)\ea%‘iJ:teg cﬁif:rious eventg. Their blind faith in t.he sypenonty oft:slam led to
rhetoric and exaggerations. Hence, the accounts of these historians cannot be accepted
on their face value. These writers furnished the raw materials of history, ithas to be procossed

and refined before being turned into the finished prt oduct.

Muhammad Ibn Alberuni (AD. 973-1048) was an outst.aqding figure in medieval In-
dian historiography. Born in the territory of khivain Central Asiain 973 l;fc;.flgz glflrl:gtfm'g
a aristocratic family and so he had the opportunity to study various bp slore

in his family. After disting uis iterature, he entered the politics of

C in sCi dl
hing himself in science an A
his country and became a counilor of the POVEC o 'Z"Zﬁ'ﬁ&ﬂ'é;‘é‘!'&i’? WIOTTAD,
Ghaznii rizm, he, i i

o ta;.r: ?gggeﬂ;:;::aimagi"aﬁm of the Sultan who allowed him to accompany to his

iita india. He was with him during all
military campaigns. ' ' his son Masud appointed him court as-
isi i er Sulttan's death, hi
his invasions of Somnatho Aft e history.

trologer and extended his patronage to .
i in Indi rn about the coun

Alberuniutlized to S8 Im:;ae:? rl:l?gion. science and culture. He had to face a lot

abow know much about the past of

tions with the pandits to learn : *h he could not
without which lp from the pandits who were living

of difficulty in picking up Sanskrit hth
s to be noted that he soug domination or who had been taken

the country. Of course, it is t which were under Muslim

in those parts of the country W aigns.
as prisoners of war during military campa19 £ 61 *

, He carried on conversa-
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Alberuni had produced some well-read authentic works of history. He was perhaps
the first Muslim historian of his times who so keenly studied Hindu literature and tried to
find out its rich contents. He studied several Puranas and other book on Indian philosophy
and theology, which had impact on his writings. With the help of the pandits, he translated

works on astronomy, astrology and mathematics. His well-known works include (1) Canon
Masudicus, (2) Ivolka, and (3) Tarikh-i-Hind.

In his canon Masudicus, he has levishi
tor; whereas in Ivolka, he has

religion to his countrymen.

y praised Masud Shah, who was his benefac-
provided information about Indian astronomy, philosophy and

But the most outstand
historiography was his Tarikh-i-
information about Indian religio

ing work of Alberuni from the point of view of Indian
Hind or Reality of Hindustan. In this book, he has provided

n and society as well as the country's literary and scientific
advancement. His book consists of 80 chapters and deals with almost every aspect of
contemporary Indian life including even roads, rivers, weights and measures currency etc.,

in an impartial manner. Alberuni tells that the Hindus were excellent philosophers, good
mathematicians and astronomers.

Referring to the political conditions of northern Ind
was divided into small p

the invaders. Of cours
Deccan. '

ol ia, Alberuni tells that the territory
rincipalities who never Cco-operated with each other to fight against
e, Alberuni does not provide detailed account of the kingdoms of

Referring to the economic conditi

was a rich country Possessing huge wealth which got conce
Indians possessed the system of coin anes through taxes and
» taxes were also levied on

Alberuni noticed three peculiar custorﬁs i
their *Prayachitta’ ceremon v, sec ofthe Hindus. F

. . ond, they washed thei
third, a guest did not require to take Permission to ente?lirn:e

irst, they used cowdung in
et before washing face; and

0 anybody's house.
The social system of the

. Hindu " :
intermixing was forbidden. The Brahma:a‘:zzc?,ased on four traditional castes and their

pied high place in society. General people,
-treated. The condition of the Peasants was very very bad.

0
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. N .
g

to burn herself on the funeral pyre of her husband.

i ligious beliefs of the Hindus, eruni
i borate observation about the re ‘the :
Il thgattmz?-i?r?dﬁ: believed in one eternal.goc_i. The)( allso I}el‘c:”f‘aenrt'h alr:’ ;?:nd\zﬁﬁngsd (l,sf
:ea:smigration of soul and final salvation which is possible only
r

achieved.

idol worship. The idols were kept in
, he also refers to common I ooed. In-order-
On tne Othe; h\?:r?ous gods as well as places wt]ere they were v;o:,s::?;idt oIns t<;ry
temples F:ﬁgggi gnd goddesses, the system of animal sacrifices ha .
to please

,  literature and science of the Hindus. Among

i tly impressed by the litera iti as well

vorka h refas to e four Vedss,aighioen Puranzs enty S boks 25 el

terary wotke b ata and its eighteen parvas. It may be not ely quoted from them. Fur-

as the Mihab,:ia;us standard works of the Hindus but eﬁﬁ:sg“r,eeykg and the Muslims and

refers to the va indu notions with those o ints of the
thermore, he °°m2;§;g2;vzlen the Hindu vedanta philosophers and the Sufi saints 0

tries to drawanan

p.

i ications were
i existed. Usually the applica )
For the purpos® of just e regulaal}::; r‘:zth necessary documents or evidences,

; in written form alor ; on the deposition of
submitted to thle lu:eg:rso L"U(V:‘;d_ Usually the judges decided the cases p
witness could also

rious types of tortures were
to speak the truth, vario t was awarded in
X mpel a person t otherwise the punishment wa
the witnesses. To comp t was rare but ot ishments were also
resorted 10 Car;: lttl:‘:I 2:35::? ae:d nature of the crime. Furthermore, punis
with the iminals.
aFcol’d: cvtl:t?\ regard to the caste of the crimin  beirmitay organization. They
differe t the Indians were not interested in their military
Alberuni tells tha ns
ith traditional weapons: - hs, which meant foreign-
fought with tra slims as Miechchs, : .
at the Hindus Ca;z‘j’utg;rsuagainst the foreigners and did not like to
d strong

et polluted by such mixing. |
nts also, the most important of which were -

i re excluded from it.

ly northern India and other {,aBr:Jst ?.22?&?3’? give any account of

(1) His accounts incmdfddoi?; )\’:arious subjects, no dp;b :
intereste . flourising.
And (2).he v thSic etc, which were then i ition in medieval Indian
Indian fine arts, M s, Alberuni accupies  high pos 3
backs, * §3 *

_of these draw

Alberuni tells th e
ncivilized. They had
r(:;?rvni?huthem, so that they did notg

i oi
Alberuni’s writings has some minus p

In-spite
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historiography. Being a foreigner too, he unbiasly and impartially tried to present some very

important aspects of Indian history. His presentation is charming and easily understand-
able, which is a very good quality of good historian.

With held from :
i (1) Majumdar, R. K. & Srivastava, A.N. - Historiography,

Sixth Revised & Enlarged Edition, 1999

Published by . Surjeet Book Depot (s)

Regd. 4075, Nai Sarak, Delhi.
(2) Gupta, R. C. King's Histography.

Kigs Books

Educational Publishers

1684, Nai Sarak, Delhi.
(3) Class lectures given by Prof. (Mrs.) S.L.Barua,
Department of History, D.U. On the academic session
1999-2000 in M.A. Final Year.
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