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A Study on the Nature of the Moamaria
Revolts

- :-:he history of Assam from the first Moamaria
=#::Revolt of 1769, to Captain Welsh’s expedition
to Assam in 1792, is marked by an incessant
outbreak of such rebellions that had never
happened before. It was during this period that
the seeds of democracy sown in the minds of
the people in the 16th century germinated and
as aresult the age-long hegemony of Ahom power
was challenged, and a plebian was placed on
the throne. It was again during this period that
the subjects dared to disobey the royal orders,
come in procession to protest against the
injustice prevailing in the existing administration
and demand the dismissal of high officials
including the “great Gohains”.

The nature of the Moamaria Revolt which
started the course of the events of the period
seems to be misjudged by the historians. While
to one section, it was an “internal commotion—
a civil war” to the other, “a crusade between the
Vaisnavas and the Saktas””. But a careful
analysis of the ultimate outcome of the Revolt
and the events which accompanied it, shows that
it was a democratic rising aiming at destroying
the despotism -of the Ahom monarchy and
estabishing a new regime on the basis of the
principles of liberty equality and fraternity. With
the beginning of the 18th century arevolutionary
spirit was in the offing to challenge the despotism
of the Ahom monarchy. This spirit was most
powerful among a section of the Assamese
Vaisnavas— the Moamarias, who had been
seathing under the oppression of the Ahom
Government. Starting among the Morans, the
revolt had its repercussions in all parts of the

Dr. (Mrs) S. L. Barua
Deptt, of History
Dibrugarh University.

Ahom kingdom, bringing forth the dormant
elements into action everywhere. Had these
elements been united and directed to the proper
channel, the trends in the history of Assam would
have been different.

‘The factors which brought about the
Moamaria Revolt are almost similar to those
working for the French Revolution (1789). If
sponsored by leaders like Mirabean, Danton and
Robespierre, it would have been an epoch making
event in the history of India as a whole. Like that
great European crisis, it was a conflict between
the existing political machinary and the new
forces of liberalism and humanism.

The question now arises, where from the
people of Assam got the ideas of liberalism and
humanism ? The answer is not far off. The genesis
of these forces was the Neo-Vaisnavite movement
sponsored by Srimanta Sankardeva, and his
disciple Madhavadeva in the 16th century. A
movement with a momentum of unusual
magnitude, it brought the message of liberty.
equality and fraternity on a spiritual plane and
transmitted them in the language of the people,
It taught them that men are born free and equal,
because there is no distinction between Visnu
and his devotees. Bhaktiis no respecter of caste.
In Bhakti one does not require to be a god, a
Brahmanaor asage. The Chandala, whose body,
word and mind are tumed upon the remembrance
of god is superior to a Brahmana maintaining his
twelve virtues". Being the children of one god,

Docrnal of Jecoémy, @u&u;mp 604&?@, .2004.



one anothers; Such ideas being emphasised in
the wide range of the Vaisnava literature and put
tothe mouths of the people through the KIRTANA
and the NAMAGHOSA, had a profound effect in
their mental outlook and social behaviour. A
critical view of life, hitherto unknown, was
developed. Men could realise the moral
bankruptcy of their earlier spiritual guides and
the evils associated with the existing social and
political organisations.

But the influence of the Neo-Vaisnavite
movement in politics was delayed by a century
by the Ahom-Mughal conflict. That external
danger being over, people diverted their attention
to internal questions. The existing political
machinery resting upon the principle of blood and
iron with power concentrated in the hands of the
hereditary nobles, the irregularities associateq
with the judicial system, the rigid social
distinction, the system of exacting compulsory
manual labour from the people and the powerful
influence of the Church over the state tending to
replace secularism by theocracy were some of
the evils which stood diametrically opposite to
the new ideas of liberalism and humanism. A
conflict was therefore inevitable and that conflict
started with the Moamaria Revolt.

No doubt the original grievances of the
Moamarias centred round religious questions, But
religious toleration alone was not the cause for
which they fought. With it was bound up the
important question of reconstructing the whole
socio-political structure on democratic lines. A
critical analysis of the causes of the revolt also
would lead us to arrive at this conclusion. Byt we
shall avoid these details. Even in the most
immediate cause, we find an echo of thig. On
September 15, 1769, Nahar Khora Saikia the
Chief of the Moran Tribe and Raghayv Neog \;vhile
bringing elephants for the king, incurred
Kirtichandra Barbarua’s wrath by going direct to
the palace, instead of first paying their respect
to him. The Barbarua ordered Nahar to be seizeq

and beaten and have his ears cut off, Raghay

n?ouma( of %éofoz;h @u&am @oae?e’ 2

@

the Father, all men are in relation of brothers to _‘_was pressed to the ground and given twenty

Iash.es. Writhing in pain at the merciless
Punishment, Raghav shouted in the royal
courtyard : “this land is infested with devils. The
sun, the moon, the ajr andthe clouds are standing
Spectators of this injustice and cruelty. Retribution
IS writ large on the fate of the wrong doer”".
Raghav’s voice was the voice of all Moamarias,
indeed of all common people. The people’s
sefantlments grew against the injustice and cruelty
:Iaitt?e ;—\hom administration. They were only
- l?/lg Or an oportune moment to fight the evils.

0amaria Revolt which was originally started

United into

one man, irr ' te
and sect, under espective of cas

the banner of the Moamarias,

~ the people raiseq standard of revolt in Nov. 1769

E;k sa::"lﬂsed remarkable success, The Ahom king
Moran wa slntgha Was deposed and Ramkanta, @
Usurpatioy actfully placed on the throne. This
Moamarias was shortlived because the
general imemOHOpohsed Power and ignored the
reaching effer!eft' However, the event had a far
plebian was ti - This was for the first time that a
honoureq cuptaced on the throne and the time-
oms was cs oM of hereditary kingship of the
the people thOmpIetely reupdiated. It proved to
at the Ahom monarchy rested on

Sowea .
by anytzsggg:: tion that it could be challenged
hundred mep, us leader commanding a few

innumer. . 'S resulted in the rise of
the authg:?:: ;??:"'0"8 all aiming at repudiating
90uNd tha gor. O Monarchy, Itis on this
Moamaria Reyolt ac - - 0T1aNS describe the
really desjroq - 2 CiVil war. But what people
.reconstruction of t\tﬁ:as not destruction but

injus © Ahom governmentjustice
place of hereditace' €Qqual opportunities to all in
common peopje Y Privileges and a share of the
Before accq in " the administration of the state-
the Mayamara por - 2"l SUpportto the Revolt,
advised his gigar 2 AStabhujdeva repeatedly

'SCiples to Preserve the Ahom
aspire after suzerain powe-

It is tr
Ue that the Tebelled Moamarias

o—_

ignored the advice of their Guru and could not
resist the temriation of usurping the Ahom
throne. It is equally true that during their short
regime they pursued a policy not better than the
Ahoms. But these early events are not sufficient
to assess the nature of the Revolt.

It has been stated already that the
Moamaria Revolt brought all revolutionary dormant
elements into action in every part of the Ahom
kingdom. People of Darrang and Kamrup had
serious grievances against the Ahom rule. The
lead was taken by Darrang and the movement
was sponsored neither by the Rajas nor the

nobles but by the common people. After the -

restoration of Lakshmi Singha in 1770,4000
subjects of Darrang marched in a body to
Rangpur to lodge their complaints to the king,
violating the order of banning the entrance of the
people of Darrang and Kamrup to the Ahom
capital. Inspite of strong resistance they entered
the capital and expressed their determination to
die on the spot if their grievances were not listened
to and redressed. The Ahom king had to yield.
He took immediate step to redress their
grievances and assured their security in future®,
This was for the first time that the subjects dared
to lodge complaints against the policy of the king.

But the assurances given by the king to
the people of Darrang were not carried out.
Meanwhile there was a large infiltration of fugitives
from the Ahom kingdom to Darrang, who used to
commitraids in the villages™. The Ahom king was
informed of the situation but without any effect.
At last, fortytwo Gaonburhas of Darrang
assembled to discuss on the situation and
decided to recall the muls from Gauhati and
threaten the Ahom king if their grievances be not
redressed. = Thus a second revolt was in the
offing.

Responding to the call of the people, the
muls of Darrang returned home disobeying the
Ahom authority. It was at this time that Haradatta

Bujarbarua of Jikeri organised secret manoevres

with Hansanarayan, the Deka Raja of Darrang to
expel the Ahoms from Gauhati. Hansanarayan
was executed by Gaurinath Singha and his son
Krishnanarayan's legal claim to the throne of
Darrang was ignored. As a result Krishnanarayan
rose into rebellion recruiting, Barkandez sepoys
from Bengal. Gaurinath Singha appealed for
British help to expel the Barkandazes from
Assam. The result was Captain Welsh’s
expedition to Assam.

In the revolt of Darrang and Kamrup, we
find the same democratic feeling working. The
fact that the commoners organised the revolt in-
Darrang reveals that they wanted a government
of the people if not by the people. Inequality and
injustice in the Ahom administration made them
suffer alot. In the early stage they wanted only a
reformation but when the Ahom king tumed a deaf
ear to their complaints, they aimed at its
destruction.

The revolt of Darrang was followed by a
number of popular risings, The people of
Japaribhita in the North Bank revolted first under
Harihar Tati and then under one Sagunkanipara
Raja and one Barsenapati, people of the
neighbourhood of Rangpur under one Gobha Raja,
people of Biswanath under one Bairagi Raja,
people of Gauhati under another Bairagi Rajaand
people of Majuli under one Hauha. The people of
Nowgong under Sindhura Hazarika subjected
king Gaurinath Singha to humiliating treatment
during his stay there for the atrocities of his
officials. They came to the king and shouted in
an insolent tone : “The king should go a way from
this place. If he does not quit, let him replace the
present set of Baruas and Phukans including the
Barbarua and the Barphukan®10. The king
conceding to the demand, replaced the officers,
but when the change of officers did not improve
the situation, the people made a second attack
atthe royal camp, at which the king left Nowgong

Fournal of Fistory; Suliajan College, 2oo4n
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on July 15, 1792, for Gauhati .

To unify those rebellious groups and
reconstruct the socio-political structure in
accordance with the needs of the time, what
Assam needed was a constructive brain like
Momai Tamuli Barbarua. But during this period
there were revolts without leaders,Those who
posed as leaders were guided by their individual
interest only. The people, bored of the existing
government, threw themselves under the guidance
of any one who promised them a change. But
‘the so-called leaders, as soon as they got power,
neglected the interest of their followers. The
people were frustated. In vain they fought and
suffered and sacrificed their lives. The Moamarias
also became divided and carved out separate
principalities.

At last the people accepted Purnananda
Buragohain as their leader and saviour. He unified
the distracted elements and attempted to restore
the lost prestige of the Ahom kingdom. He granted
autonomy to the Moamaria principality of
Bengmara named as “Matak Rajya” in 1805 and
conferred the title Barsenapati on its chief. He
worked with great caution and in conformity with
the interest of the people, who hailed him as “Pitri
Buragohain” and “Mahamantri.”

In the Matak principality government was
reconstructed on democratic lines. The
Barsenapati was the nominal head of the state,
He was assisted by a Council of Elders
representing each clan. The Elders were electeq
or selected by the members of the clan, “Ng
decision affecting the masses could pe taken
without the counsel of the Elders1 . Fiscal
measures were sound. Burden of taxation was
very light. Even the emigrants who flocked in
thousands to this principality, were required to
pay not exceediné; one third of what they paid to
the Ahom king.'3 The Barsenapati adopted a|
necessary measures for the welfare of the people,
He encouraged the cultivation of varioys crops
by lowering burdens of taxes, granting subsides
and remitting taxes altogether in times of extreme
drought or inundation. “The people worked hard
in their fields raising luxuriant crops of rice
mustard, sugarcane, cotton and mulberries, etcj

and made their territory the granary of the North
East Frontier’ . All social, and distinctions were

removed and individual liberty assured. Thus in

Lhee Matak principality people achieved what they
sired.”

The.v.ast majority reconciled themselves
to the administration of Purnananda Buragohain
who established peace and order and carried out
a nunjber of.reforms on democratic lines. Had he
remained alive for another ten years to come the
tragic events that followed his death might not
have taken place. But, with the usurpation of
power by B;adanchandra, reactionism revived. The
Buymese Invaded Assam and introduced their
Reign of Terror, The people, out of despair,
surrendered to the British Rule. But did they
relinquish the idea of having a Government based
on equality and hperty ? Did they get which they
aSPlr.ed after during the British Rule ? Were not
atetag/ |r;isp|red by the same democratic principles
i e hme ofthe Nationalist Movement ? Answer
o :C questions may be found only in a critical

udy of the events of the succeeding period.

[ Reprint ]
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LIFE CARE NURSING HOME

Jayapagar, Duliajan

hf“

| i .
We are providing best service with reasonable price.
All types of general surgery, Jhstetrical & Gynaecological Surgery,

Laparoscopic Surgery )
-aphy including T.V.S.

& Ultrasonog

& X-ray, ECG,E; Laboratory

¥

© Emergency OT - 24 hours. i ”;‘

OPD Hours : 8.00 ' \M - 12 Noon 3.30 PM - 8.00 PM
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Department of History. Duliajan College
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Jitu Khanikar

eoe ﬁﬂmwmﬂﬁ?ﬁaﬂ TR Y |
TR 272, s e arrarmm %%malggﬁ $$ ﬁgj | Mr. Jitu Khanikar, 4 student of the First batoh of History (Major)
of ‘Duligjan College passed the T.D.C. Final Examination in (7G5

seouring 5B% and Fiest olass second position in MA. (History) from
‘Dibrugarh University in 200, At present he is 4 lesturer of Moran

Gollege, @ibruggrh, Assam.
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Wil Lot complionents from—
JUNALI ENTERPRISES

-~ RAILWAY STAT!ON ROAD
ik Duliajan - 786 6= Assam
Phone No. 2800365

\IHERO
t-iHoNDA

————

OFFiciaL GLoBAL PARTNER

WORKING HOURS : g A.M.TO 5P.M.
SUNDAY CLOSED

regulations

| ASSAM@
GAS YW COMPANY LTD

(A GOVT. OF ASSAM UNDERTAKING)

ASSAM\(s\

GAS 'Y COMPANY LTD

(A GOVT, OF ASSAM UNDERTAKING)

P.0. DULIAJAN, DIST. DIBRUGARH, ASSAM, PIN - 788 602
Ph. : 0374-2800558 / 2800556 / 2800202 / 2800221
Fax : 0374-2800557, E-mall : assamgas@sanchamet.in
Visit us at : www.assamgas.com

The leader in Natural Gas Transportation Business in Eastern India

H Q6

An ISO 8001 Company

‘The Journey to Industrialisation
that began 41 years ago

¢HIGHLIGHTS OF
COMPANY'S ACTIVITIES :

¢ Maintaining growth rate, profitability
and payment of regular dividend to the
State Governmet.

© The first company to receive ISO 9001
certificate for quality managemetin the
business of collection, distribution and
transportation of natural gas.

¢ Maintenance of financial discipline and
timely finalization of accounts.

@ Fulfiliment of all statutory
requirements to the satisfaction of all
statutory bodies.

& Observance of work culture in all
spheres of the company aclivities and
maintainig high standard of worker-
management relationship.

¢ Focus on consumer satisfaction and
achievement of highest standard of
consumer-satisfactio level. i

@ Consultancy service's on.technical,
managementareas,

FUTURE PROJECTS IN THE
ANVIL

© Gas supply to 500 MW Power Project
*in Tripura.
¢ Gas supply to proposed Power Project
near Tinsukia in private sector and
equity participation therein.
@ Production and marketig of LNG/CNG
injoint sector.

@ Gas supply to Numaligarh Refinery
and in tea-sector in Golaghat and
Jorhat districts including domestic and
commercial gas supply to Jorhat town,

@ Participation in buildig up
infrastructure facilities for input and
output gas pipelines for Gas Crackes
Project.

¢ Managemet and fransportation of
natural gas available in Arunachai
Pradesh arid some other States
outside North-Eastern Region.




NEEPCO W?}WWW )

NORTH EASTERN ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(A GOVT. OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)

Assam Gas Based Power Project
NEEPCO BELIEVES IN A FAIR GAME
What is taken from Nature as rescurces must be fairly paid back.

8| Guided by this priciple of mutual give-and-take. NEEPCO is pursuing the noble objective of powér
generation and environmental protection.

§ ACHIEVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS : :
KOPILI HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT
Power Generation from the Kopili H.E. Project during the last 4 years are as follows :

Year Generation (MU)
1993-94 p 905
1994-95 862
1995-96 707
1996-97 885

ASSAM GAS BASED POWER PROJECT

6 out of 9 turbo generators of the Assam Gas Based Power; at Kathalguri commissioned
upto 1996 adding 201 MW generation capacity in the regional grid. Further, 90 MW will be added
within 1997-98 from this Project. o '

Power Generation from Assam Gas Based Power Project during the last 2 Years are as
follows :

1995-96 330.0167MU
1996-97 529.6529 MU
PROJECT UNDER EXECUTION :

% Doyang H.E. Project (75 MW) in Nagaland. ¢ Ranganadi H.E. Project (405 MW) in Arunachal Pradesh.

':" Kopili H.E. Project - stage | Extn. (100 MW) in Assam. ¢ Agartala Gas Turbine Project (81 MW) in
Tripura. ¢  Tuirial H.E. Project (60 MW) in Mizoram

ADDITION PROGRAMME FOR IX & X PLAN :

NEEPCO intends to a capacity &ddition programme of approximately 935 MW during the IXth &
Xth Plan. Acknowledging the indispensability of the Environment NEEPCO has taken up schemes

for terrace cultivation. Soil and water conservation through dam construction and afforestation in
all H,E, Projects.

NEEPCO it committed to both Power Generation and Environmental Protection.
NEEPCO is committed to both Power Generation and Environmental Protection.

[GIVE NATURE ITS DUE - PROTECT IT |

With best complifnents -

NORTH EASTERN ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(A GOVT. OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
BROOKLAND COMPOUND : LOWER NEW COLONY
SHILLONG - 793003
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