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Block-1, (Old CM Block)

1% Floor, Janata Bhawan

Dispur Guwahati -781006

Ph. No.: +91 99547-03825 (M)
0361-2237023 (Q)

E-mail : ranojpegu@gmail.com

Ranoj Pegu
Minister
Education, Tribal Affairs (P)

MESSAGE

It gives me pleasure to extend my warm greetings to the students,
faculty members, alumni, and staff of Duliajan College on the occasion
of the publication of its Annual Magazine for the academic year 2024-
25.

Institutions of higher education plays a vital role in shaping
informed, skilled and responsible citizens. In the context of the rapidly
changing educational landscape and the vision of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, I encourage the students to focus on holistic
development by combining academic knowledge with skill
development, innovation, ethical values and lifelong learning. Such an
approach will empower them to meet future challenges with confidence
and contribute meaningfully towards nation-building.

An annual magazine is more than a record of events, it is a reflection
of the intellectual vibrancy, creativity and aspirations of the college
community. 1 congratulate the editorial team and all contributors for
their dedication in bringing out this publication, which showcases the
talents, ideas, and achievements of the students and teachers alike.

With warm regards.

(Dr. Ranoj Pegu)
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DULIAJAN COLLEGE

P.O. DULIAJAN - 786 602 , Dist. Dibrugarh, Assam
Phone : 0374-2800356, e-mail : duliajancollege@yahoo.com, Website :

www.duliajancollege.in
NAAC Re-Accreditated (37 Cycle) with B* Grade
(Registered Under The Societies Registration Act. XXI of 1860)
Registration No. 279 of 1977-78
Under Section 2(F) and 12(B) of the UGC Act, 1956

Ref No. DC/PO/Misc/Message/2025/318 Date : 25/11/2025
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Y outh are the driving force of every society.

Their ideas, energy, and enthusiasm have the
power to shape the direction of a nation's
progress. In a democratic system, meaningful
youth participation in politics ensures that
governance reflects the needs and aspirations of
future generations. The youth are not just the
leaders of tomorrow, they are the most vital
element of a strong democracy. Assam, a land of
cultural richness, resilience, endless potential and
history necessity for meaningful change. From
the historic Assam Movement to present day
youth led organizations and digital activism, the
energy and voice of youth have shaped the state
political realities. However, in recent years, the
connection between young people and politics
has weakened due to growing disinterest, lack
of awareness, and limited opportunities for
genuine participation. Empowering the next
generation, therefore, is not just about giving
them a voice but about building their capacity to
make informed political choices and take active
leadership roles. As Assam continues to face
challenges such as unemployment, ethnic
diversity, and developmental imbalance, the
participation of educated and conscious youth
becomes vital for inclusive and sustainable

Youth Participationiii*
Politics in Assam

Rethika kawshik

Assam remained an integral part of India after independence,
preventing its merger with East Pakistan. This era marked the
beginning of organized political activity, where people
especially students and young reformers...

b || GETIIGT SRRV s, 2038-3¢ X1



The political
consciousness of Assam began
to grow during the British
colonial period. Educated
Assamese youth and leaders
started to engage with the
Indian National Congress and

———————————— 00 glagsiad
contributing ideas and raising
awareness on social and
political matters. Regional
parties like AGP, BPF, and
UPPL, along with national
parties, engage more youth in
leadership and campaigns.

the ‘ freedom struggle. Y ouths are the The new.generatior'l focuses
Prominent figures like on practical solutions and
Gopinath Bordoloi and Tarun backbone of cvery governance rather than only

Ram Phukan played major
roles in protecting Assam's
political and cultural identity.
Bordoloi's leadership was
crucial in ensuring that Assam
remained an integral part of
India after independence,
preventing its merger with East
Pakistan. This era marked the
beginning of organized
political activity, where people especially students
and young reformers, became aware of their rights
and responsibilities toward the nation and their
region. After independence, Assam's politics went
through a period of transformation. The focus
shifted from national freedom to issues like
migration, ethnic identity, language, and regional
development. These challenges led to several
political movements, the most significant being
the Assam Movement (1979-1985), led mainly
by "All Assam Students' Union" (AASU). This
youth-driven movement demanded the detection
and deportation of illegal immigrants and
protection of indigenous rights. The movement
ended with the Assam Accord, and soon after,
young leaders formed the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP). This period proved how youth leadership
could bring major political changes through
peaceful and democratic means. In the present
political scenario, Assam continues to face issues
of development, employment, migration, and
ethnic balance. However, youth involvement has
taken new forms. Young people are now
participating through digital platforms, student
organizations, and youth parliaments,

democratic society.
In Assam, their
participation in politics
is vital because they
represent energy,
innovation, and a
desire for change.

protest movements, showing
that the spirit of youth
activism remains alive in
shaping Assam's democratic
future.

Youths are the backbone of
every democratic society. In
Assam, their participation in
politics is vital because they
represent energy, innovation,
and a desire for change. The younger generation
brings fresh perspectives and modern ideas to the
political process. When youth actively engage in
politics, whether through voting, debates, or
leadership, democracy becomes more dynamic and
inclusive. Their involvement ensures that decisions
made today reflect the needs of tomorrow's
citizens. Assam's political history has always been
influenced by youth participation. From the Assam
Movement led by student leaders to the formation
of regional parties like the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), young people have played a decisive role
in shaping the state's political direction. This legacy
continues today, as young voices still contribute
to discussions on identity, development, and
cultural preservation. By encouraging youth
involvement, Assam can maintain this proud
tradition of leadership and active citizenship. The
youth are more aware of current social,
environmental, and economic challenges. Their
access to education, media, and technology allows
them to raise important issues and spread
awareness faster than ever before. In Assam, young
people have been at the forefront of campaigns
related to education reform, unemployment, and
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environmental conservation. Through their
activism, they inspire civic responsibility and push
for government accountability, which strengthens
democracy at the grassroots level. Engaging youth
in politics helps identify and train the next
generation of leaders. When young people are
given opportunities to participate in student unions,
local governance, and political discussions, they
learn leadership, communication, and decision-
making skills. In Assam, initiatives like Youth
Parliaments, NSS, and Nehru Yuva Kendra provide
such platforms. Encouraging this participation
ensures that the state's political future rests in
capable, informed, and responsible hands.

There are various challenges faced by the
youths while participating in politics. A major
challenge for youth participation in politics in
Assam is the lack of proper political awareness
and education. Many students grow up without
understanding how governments function, how
policies are framed, or how political institutions
impact their daily lives. In schools and colleges,
civic and political education is often neglected or
taught in a theoretical way that fails to inspire real
engagement. Because of this, many young people
remain unaware of their rights, duties, and political
opportunities. Moreover, misinformation on social
media sometimes shapes their political opinions
without proper understanding. Introducing
structured political literacy programs, youth
debates, and mock parliaments in educational
institutions can bridge this gap and build an
informed generation of citizens. Politics in Assam,
as in many parts of India, is deeply influenced by
money and power. Wealthy or well-connected
individuals dominate elections, while young,
honest, and capable candidates find it nearly
impossible to compete. Political campaigns require
significant funding, and youth without financial
backing struggle to make their voices heard. This
discourages genuine participation and promotes
the idea that politics is only for the rich. Corruption
within party systems and favoritism in political
appointments further add to their frustration.
Ensuring transparency in election spending and
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promoting merit-based representation can create
a more balanced environment for youth
involvement. Limited Representation and Lack of
Leadership Opportunities is also a challenge faced
by the youths of Assam. Even though the youth
population in Assam is large, their representation
in decision-making bodies remains minimal. Most
political parties have youth wings, but these are
often symbolic and do not allow young members
to influence core decisions. Senior leaders tend to
occupy major roles for long periods, leaving little
room for new voices. This lack of opportunity and
recognition discourages politically active youth.
Furthermore, absence of mentorship programs
means many young people have no guidance to
navigate the political landscape. Creating
leadership development programs and reserving
positions for youth in party structures can help
overcome this barrier. Assam's rich cultural and
ethnic diversity, while a strength, also creates
political complexity. Different communities have
distinct identities, demands, and movements.
Youth often find it difficult to navigate these
divisions and form a united political front. Ethnic
tensions or linguistic divides sometimes lead to
fragmented youth organizations, limiting their
collective power. To overcome this, political
platforms should promote inclusive participation
where young people from all communities can
collaborate for common goals such as
development, peace, and social justice. Gender gap
is also considered to be a challenge, Young women
in Assam face additional barriers in entering
politics. Traditional gender norms, safety concerns,
and lack of encouragement often prevent girls from
participating actively in public affairs. Even when
women join student organizations or political
parties, their voices are not always valued equally.
Limited access to resources and leadership training
further adds to the gender gap. Promoting gender-
sensitive leadership programs, ensuring safe
political spaces, and highlighting successful
women leaders can inspire more female
participation in Assam's political arena.

It can be seen that there are various ways to



Empower the Next Generation in Politics in Assam
such as Strengthening Political Education in
Schools and Colleges: The first step toward
empowering youth in politics is through proper
political and civic education. Most young people
In Assam do not receive structured knowledge
about governance, democracy, and the importance
of participation. Schools and colleges should
include subjects like political science,
constitutional values, and civic responsibilities as
part of the curriculum. Activities such as mock
parliaments, youth debates, and model elections
can help students understand the functioning of
democracy. Educational institutions can also
collaborate with local government bodies to give
students real exposure to policymaking. This will
encourage curiosity, confidence, and active
citizenship among the younger generation.
Organizing Awareness Campaigns and Youth
Leadership Training, awareness campaigns play a
vital role in motivating young people to take part
in political activities. Programs that highlight the
importance of voting, social responsibility, and
active participation in governance can create a
sense of political ownership among the youth.
Leadership training programs,

———————————— 00 glagsiad
encouraging them to engage in local self
governance, such as panchayats, municipal boards,
and student councils. These platforms help young
people understand governance structures closely
and contribute directly to community development.
By involving youth in planning, budgeting, and
monitoring of local schemes, they gain real-life
leadership experience. The government can also
introduce youth advisory committees at district or
municipal levels, where young members can share
their opinions on local issues like education,
employment, or environment. Promoting Gender
Equality in Political Participation, empowering
youth in politics must include equal opportunities
for young women. In Assam, many young women
face social and cultural restrictions that prevent
them from engaging actively in politics. To address
this, political parties should promote gender-
inclusive policies and reserve leadership positions
for women in youth wings. Educational institutions
and NGOs can organize women leadership training
and mentorship programs to inspire female
students. Highlighting successful women leaders
from Assam, such as legislators, activists, and
administrators, can motivate more young women
to take part confidently in

workshops, and youth summits E P e political and social change.
uality in Political

can help build the skills needed 9 . y . Role of NGOs, Civil Society,

for public life, communication, Participation, and Digital Media, Non-

negotiation, teamwork, and
problem-solving.
Organizations such as Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS) and the National
Service Scheme (NSS) already
conduct such programs, but
their reach should be expanded
to rural and remote areas of
Assam, where awareness 1is
often lower. Encouraging
Youth Participation in Local
Governance, youth
participation should begin at
the grassroots level. Assam can
empower its youth by

empowering youth
in politics must
include equal
opportunities for
young women.
In Assam, many
young women...

Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and civil society
groups can bridge the gap
between youth and politics by
conducting awareness drives,
voter education campaigns,
and capacity-building
programs. They can help young
people understand how to raise
community issues, engage with
local authorities, and demand
accountability. In today's
digital era, social media
platforms like Instagram,
YouTube, and X (formerly
Twitter) can be powerful tools

| | geTRIIGTe ST2IfRUIeT SICeTbetl, 2038-2¢ I |1 by



F3FHA 00

for civic engagement. Responsible use of digital
media allows youth to discuss policies, campaign
for causes, and express their political opinions
freely. Workshops on digital literacy and ethical
political communication can ensure that youth use
these tools constructively rather than spreading
misinformation. Political Party Reforms and Youth
Representation, Political parties must open up
more space for young leaders

its social and political life, whether through student
movements, cultural assertions, community
service, or peaceful protests for rights and justice.
Their involvement reflects hope, courage, and a
deep concem for the future of their land. At a time
when Assam faces complex challenges such as
unemployment, environmental stress, migration,
identity concerns, and unequal development, the
voice of the youth becomes

by creating fair and Political parties even more important. They
transparent systems for bring with them new
participation, Instead of must open up more perspectives, technological
treating youth' wings as space for young awareness, and j[he
symbolic, parties should willingness to question

assign them real
responsibilities, such as
managing campaigns, public
communication, and
grassroots outreach.
Introducing age-based quotas
or setting aside specific seats
for young candidates in local
elections could ensure better
youth representation. Senior
politicians should act as
mentors, guiding young
members and helping them
grow in leadership without
domination or  bias.
Government Initiatives and
Policy = Support:  The
government can play a direct role by launching
youth empowerment policies focused on political
participation. Scholarships, leadership fellowships,
and internship programs within government offices
or legislative assemblies can help young people
gain firsthand experience. Setting up a State Youth
Commission in Assam could act as a platform for
young voices and ensure that youth-related issues
are heard and solved.

To conclude, youth participation in politics in
Assam is not merely about winning elections or
holding positions of power, it is about shaping the
soul and direction of the state. The young people
of Assam have always been closely connected to
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leaders by creating
fair and transparent
systems for
participation,
Instead of treating
youth wings as
symbolic, parties
should assign
them real
responsibilities,
such as managing

outdated practices, making
politics more responsive to
people's real needs. However,
the journey is not without
difficulties. Many young
people feel disconnected from
formal politics due to
corruption, lack of
transparency, and limited
representation. Despite this,
their continued engagement
through voting, social
campaigns, local leadership,
and digital activism, shows
resilience and a desire for
positive change rather than
withdrawal. When supported
by proper political education, ethical leadership,
and inclusive platforms, youth participation can
transform politics from a space of power struggle
into a tool for social development. Ultimately, the
future of politics in Assam depends on how
meaningfully the energy of its youth is guided and
valued. When young voices are heard, respected, and
given responsibility, democracy becomes stronger
and more humane. Youth participation is not just an
option for Assam; it is the foundation for a just,
progressive, and sustainable society. By trusting its
youth and allowing them to actively shape political
decisions, Assam can move forward with confidence,
unity, and hope for generations to come.
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Poverty and Unemployment
in Assam

Rituporna Borah

Assam situated in the northeastern frontier of India, occupies a vital place
in the nation's social, cultural, and economic structure. The state is richly
endowned with natural resources such as fertile agricultural land, vast tea
plantations, abundant forests, and valuable oil and natural gas reserves. The
mighty Brahmaputra River , while serving as a lifeline for agriculture and trade,
also shapes the everyday life of the people of Assam. Along with its natural
wealth, the state is known for its ethnic diversity , age-old traditions and cultural
richness. In spite of these strengths and immense potential for growth, Assam
continues to struggle with several deep-rooted socio-economic challenges.
Among these, poverty and unemployment are the most serious and persistent
problems affecting a large section of the population across both rural and urban
areas. Poverty, which deprives people of basic necessities such as food, shelter,
education, and healthcare and unemployment, which denies capable individuals
the opportunity to earn a stable livelihood, together create a cycle of hardship
and insecurity. These twin issues have not only slowed down economic
development but have also contributed to social inequality and migration.
Therefore, a detailed understanding of poverty and unemployment in Assam is
essential as these problems significantly
influence the standard of living of the
people and the overall progress and
future development of the state.

Poverty and
Unemployment remain two of
the most persistent socio-
economic challenges
confronting Assam despite
the state's rich natural
resources and strategic
importance in India's
northeastern region. The
roots of these problems lie
in a complex.




Assam is the home to 3 Imillion people, a third
of home are poor. While poverty levels in Assam
declined rapidly between 1994 and 2005, the state
has since lagged behind most other states in
reducing poverty.

Despite Assam’s abundant natural resources,
including tea, oil, and natural gas, the state
continues to struggle with poverty and
unemployment. According to the most recent
Multidimensional Poverty Index(MPI)data, about
14.47% of Assam’s population still lives in poverty
(though this reflects a significant decline from over
36% a decade ago), showing progress but also the
persistence of socio-economic challenges. Poverty
remains high especially in rural and flood-affected
areas where agriculture is the main livelihood but
is frequently disrupted by natural disasters like
floods and soil erosion.

Unemployment is also a key concern. While
Assam’s official unemployment rate has reportedly
improved in years, with figures cited around 6.1%
in 2023-24, the state still faces pressure from a
growing number of educated job seekers, with
nearly 10 lakh registered educated job-seekers in
2022 indicating underemployment and skill gaps
in the labor market. The weak industrial base and
limited investment outside agriculture mean many
youths remain without stable employment or
migrate elsewhere for work.

These structural problems dependence on
subsistence agriculture, frequent natural disasters
affecting crops and livelihoods, slow industrial
growth, lack of modern skills, and infrastructure
deficits — continue to contribute to poverty and
unemployment in Assam. Addressing them will
require improved flood control, skill development
programs, better infrastructure, and balanced
industrial expansion to create sustainable jobs
across sectors.

In Assam, poverty and unemployment vary
significantly across districts, influencing local
socio-economic outcomes and deepening regional
disparities. According to the National
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) districts
like Hailakandi, dhubri, and Cachar have historically
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shown higher multidimensional poverty rates (above
40-50%), although these have in recent years, e.g.,
Hailakandi’s MPI headcount fell from 51.07 % to
36.22 % and Dhubri’s from 51.06 % to 26.02 %
between 2015-16 and 2019-21, reflecting targeted
welfare efforts and improved rural services. In
contrast, districts like Jorhat and Golaghat record
lower poverty levels, indicating more diversified
economies and better access to education and
markets. High poverty in western and Barak Valley
districts has led to worse health, nutrition, and
education outcomes, increasing school dropouts and
child malnutrition and limiting human capital
development compared to districts with lower
poverty.

Unemployment also varies: while state-wide
estimates during 2022-23 showed a relatively low
official unemployment of about 1.7 %, rural areas
were lower (around 1.5 %) and urban areas higher
(around 6.1 %), with many educated youths still
seeking jobs (over 18 lakh registered job seekers
in 2021-22), pointing to under-employment and
skill-mismatch issues. Meanwhile, older Human
Development data show that districts such as
Cachar, Dibrugarh, Karimganj and Dhemaji had
been among those with higher unemployment rates
(above 16 %), particularly impacting women with
female unemployment locally as high as 50 %-plus,
contributing to low workforce participation.

The consequences of these uneven patterns are
serious: districts with high poverty and
unemployment see slower economic growth,
increased migration, persistent child malnutrition, low
school completion, and pressure on informal work
sectors where jobs are insecure and low-paid. The
reasons for changes over time include government
welfare and employment schemes, improved
infrastructure, and poverty reduction programmes
driving declines in MPI in many districts, while
frequent floods, agricultural vulnerability, limited
industrial investment, and skill gaps continue to keep
unemployment and under-employment high,
especially among youth and women.

The Assam government has launched a wide
range of programs and initiatives to reduce poverty



and unemployment while improving education,
health and overall social welfare. A flagship poverty-
reduction effort is the Orunodoi Scheme,which
provides direct monthly cash transfers (about
?1,250) to over 27 lakh economically vulnerable
families, helping them meet basic needs and
improving food security, education, and health
access through a unified welfare platform. To
generate employment, schemes like the Chief
Minister’s Atmanirbhar Asom Abhijan and Swami
Vivekananda Assam Youth Empowerment
(SVAYEM) offer financial assistance of up to? 2—5
lakh to youth for entrepreneurship, aiming to create
self-employment and reduce dependency on wage
labour. In rural areas, implementation of DAY-
NRLM through the Assam Rural Livelihood
Mission has mobilised over 37 lakh rural households
into thousands of Self-Help Groups(SHGs),
strengthening livelihood opportunities and financial
inclusion, especially for women, with substantial
revolving funds extended to hundreds of thousands
of groups. For urban poor populations, the DAY-
NULM provides skills training, placement support,
self-employment opportunities and SHG formation,
helping youth and women gain sustainable jobs.
In education and health, the government
supports infrastructure upgrades, model schools,
and incentives like the Pragyan Bharati Scooty
Scheme for girl students, and free midday meals
via community kitchens under the PM POSHAN
scheme, which improves nutrition and school
retention while creating local jobs. Health
initiatives like the Chief Minister Free Diagnostic
Service, Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram, and
other National Health Mission components reduce

Sources:

———————————— 00 glagsiad
financial barriers to quality care for poor families.
Additionally, welfare extensions such as expanded
National Food Security Act benefits (including
subsidised pulses, sugar and salt), rural housing
under PMAY-G , and empowerment moves like
the Sakhi Express for women community workers
deepen social support and economic participation.
Together, these schemes aim to address structural
poverty and unemployment by increasing income,
enhancing human capital through education and
health, and promoting self-employment and
entrepreneurship across Assam.

Poverty and unemployment in Assam remain
major challenges despite the state’s rich natural
resources and recent development efforts. Heavy
dependence on agriculture, frequent floods, slow
industrial growth, skill gaps, and weak
infrastructure continue to limit stable employment
and income opportunities, especially in rural and
disaster-prone areas. At the same time, government
initiatives in welfare, skill development, education,
health care, and self-employment have helped
reduce poverty levels over time and improved
access to basic services. However, unemployment
and underemployment among youth still persist
due to limited industrial expansion and mismatch
between education and job market needs.
Therefore, sustainable reduction of poverty and
unemployment in Assam requires stronger flood
management, modernized agriculture, quality
education and skill training, balanced industrial
growth, and effective implementation of
development schemes to ensure inclusive and long-
term economic progress.

* NITI Aayog (Government of India) : National Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)

Report, 2021 & Progress Review 2023

* Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementatio??: (MoSPI) Periodic Labour Force

Survey (PLFS), 2022-23

* Gourav Datt,Ashwani Mahajan and S.Chand.
» S.K.Misra and V.K.Puri , Himalaya Publishing House.
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) SSA-IED Project 2003-2004, Experimental survey of SSA in Dibrugarh
district

) ALIMCO Kanpur, Composite Regional Centre (CRC) Guwahati & District
Disable Rehabilitation Centre (DDRC) Dibrugarh

a1) Projects under National Trust (Statutory body of the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment Government of India)

€) Support under the project of Jan Vikas Samiti, 2006-2007, 2011-2012

) Gram Vikas, NABARD : Mrinaljyoti along with National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) conducted following
trainings

5) Jyotiniwas Child Care Institute

%) RAISE-NE Project, 2016-2021

@) Rehabilitation (CBR) under Caritus India —2019-2020

) Inclusive Development for Youth Stars and children with disabilities, with the
support of Jan Vikas Samiti funded by Lilliane Fonds, Netherlands from 2011
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