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OF EDUCATION

1.1 MEANING, NATURE AND SCOPE OF EDUCATION :
INTRODUCTION :

Education is one of the most difficult terms to be defined.It has
avery wide perspective.Each fact our life itselfis education.Education
has been considered as a natural process.This process of education
is very old.It can be traced back to the pre-historic period when men
began to apply his intelligence to adapt himself'to his life, failing which
it became difficult for him to survive.That left man with no other
alternation but to discover and create the means of adoption.And thus
was the beginning of education.

The very basic meaning of education is the all round
development of the individual.It indicates a kind of developmental
process.In the vedic era,the concept of education was different from
what it is today. In those days education was attainnment of salvation
of the human soul. The ancient Indian saints believed in spirituality. But
with the change of time everything around men has changed.The
previously simple and limited life of man is becoming more and more
complex.To survive in this world man has to be educated. What he
requirers is a systematic and well thought out plan of education which
should continue throughout the life in one form or the other.

Meaning of Education :

Education may be described as a process of development in
man. The Illustrated Contemporary Dictionary describes
"education as the process of development of one's mind, character
skills etc. as by instruction, study or example.” From this we can
say that acquiring knowledge or training in an institution is education.
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Ifwetry ';o' 'lrafz,g out the origin of the word 'Education’, we find that
ithas been derived from severa] Latin words. It comes from the word
‘duco’ which means 'I lead’, 1t implies

. iality I lead or develop’. Another Latin
1"oot word is ‘Educere’ which means to develop’, 'to draw out' or
to Icfad out’. It implies that education is "an act of drawing out or
leading ou; something from within the person."

. Anoth?r Latin derivation is "Educgre’ which means 70 bring
::u:'thodr ai.se ,.wf?ster' or 'to nourish' the child for development. A
or 'trainj':;"atﬁn is 'Educl.ztiori' Wwhich means the ‘act of teaching'
10 devels . .ese words imply that education is "an act of training

elop the inner Potentialities of q chijd, »
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2.

According to Rabindra Nath Tagore, "Education means
enabling the mind to find out that ultimate truth which
emancipates us from the bondage of the dust and gives us
the wealth, not of things, but of inner light, not of power but
of love, making the truth its own and giving expression to
it. "

According to Rig-Veda, "Education is something which
makes a man self-reliant and self-less"'.

According to Yajnavalkya, the famous Indian legislator,

"Education is that which makes a man of good character
and useful to the society."

Shankracharya, the famous Vedantisf says, "Education is the
realisation of the self."

Guru Nanak says, "Education is self-realisation and service
of the people".

According to Swami Vivekananda, "Education is the
manifestation of divine perfection, already existing in man"'.

Aurobindo Ghosh says, "Education is helping the growing
soul to draw out that is in itself".

The Indian Education Cemmission of 1964-66 states,
"Education ought to be related to life, needs and aspirations
of the people so as to be a powerful instrument of social,
economic and cultural transformation".

These were some of the Indian concepts of education.

Western Concepts :

Below are given some of the definitions of education given by the
western educationists.

1.

According to Pestalozzi, "Education is natural, harmonious
and progressive development of man's innate powers"
Herbert Spencer says, "Education is a process of
preparation for complete living"'

According to Plato and Aristotle, education is "a process of
collection of information and knowledge which helps
intellectual growth and development".
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4. ‘l').rever says, "It is a process by which the knowledge,

character and behaviour of the young are shaped and
moulded".

5. According to Dewey, "Education is a process of living
through continuous reconstruction of experience."

6. According to John Adams, "Education is a conscious and
deliberate process in which one personality acts upon
another in order to modify the development of that other by
the communication and manipulation of knowledge".

7. T. Raymont says, "Education is a process of development
Jrom infancy to maturity, the process by which he adopts

himself gradually in varioys ways of his physical, social and
spiritual environment",

The definitions given above have thrown light on the comprehensive
nature of education.It is not only difficult but also impossible to give

only one definition which covers the diverse nature of education.As

education is something which grows and develops with the changing

nature f’fSOCiet)',deﬁnitions are also bound to change with the changing
conditions of society. S '

Narrow Meaning of Education :

The meaning of education is very wide and extensive.From its broad

Perspective it can be explained in two ways-the narrow sense and the
broader sense. '

According to G.H. Thompson, “The influence of the -

environfnent on the individual with a view
change in the habits of behaviour of thoy

The following definitions of Darrow me

to producing a permanent
ght and attitude”.

aning of educations will makes

its meaning clearer to us -
% g:rl;; S;::lalm Mill :th“The culture which each generation
SelUly gives to those who are to be jts cessors, in ord
to quality them for at Ie Hifposstblo o

. ast keeping up, and if possible for raising
the level of improvement which has been attained”.

% 8.8. Mackenzie : “In narrow s

to mean any consciously directe
our powers”,

ense, education may be taken
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% Prof. Drever : “ Education is a process in which and by which
knowledge, character and behaviour of the young are shaped
and moulded”. ’

Thus, we find that in narrow sense education means schooling. It is
very formal imparted inside the four walls of a classroom. Deliberate
efforts are made by teachers to incluate values attitudes and good
habits in the students. Efforts are also made to modify the behaviour
of the students as per the desirable and socially approved ways of
society. The education received helps and individual to get a job or
occupation in life, by which he or she can live a decent life.

(1)  In the narrow sense, education means the instruction an
individual receives from the schools,colleges and universities
through a well thought out plan and programme.

(2) It has great importance in an individual’s life.It helps in the
allround development of the individual through a systematic
scheme of education.

(3)  Education of this kind thus begins as soon as the child enters

the school and ends as soon as he passes out of the formal
system. .

(4)  The amount of education received is measured by the marks
~ obtained by the student after the completion of every course
with the help of examination.

(5) At the success by passing in the examination, the child is
awarded a degree,diplma or certificate.

(6)  This pre-planned education is given to a child for its own welfare
and for the preservation of the cultural heritage.In the words
of John Stuart Mill, “In the narrower sense education
means the culture which each generation purposely gives
to its successor in order to qualify,to keep up and to improve
the level attained.It includes whatever we do Jor ourselves
and whatever is done for us by others,for the express

purpose of bringing up somewhat nearer to the perfection
of our nature.”

13 #
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BROAD MEANING OF EDUCATION :

‘e

S.S. Mackenzie : In the wider sense, it is a process that goes
on throughout life, and is promoted by almost every experience
inlife.

E M.K. Gandhi : By education, I mean the all-round drawing
out of the best in child and man’s body, mind and soul.

% Dumvile : Education in its widest sense includes all the
influences, which at upon an individual during his passages from
cradle to the grave. :

%  JohnDewey : Education in its broadest sense, is the means of
' the social continuity. '

In the words of Gibbon, “Every person has two education, one which
he receives from others and one more important, which he gives to
himself.”

In broader sense, it is this education that a person gives himself
by coming in contact with one’s own environment and surrounding and
acquiring experiences. Such experiences enrich the life of an
individual and help him or her in adjustment to life situations.

(1)  Education in the broader sense means all the experiences

that an individual acquires in the process of development from
infancy to maturity.

(2)  Itis as board as life itself, starting with birth and ending with
death, i.e. 'from womb to tomb",
(3) In broader sense every

experience acquired by man during
infancy,

childhood, adolescence, youth, manhood or old age or
t!n-ough various agencies of education like school, home, society,
library, playground, workshop, religious organisation is education.

(4)  Because man learns something by each experience and acquires
knowledge and wisdom thereby, moulding his behaviour pattern
-and helping him in adjustment with the environment.

(5)  Takeninthe broader sense, education widens the mental outlook
‘of man, brightens his total insight and enlightens his life by
thoughts, perceptions and emotions.

(6) It creates a congenial atmosphere for the development of the
natural abilities of man.

e ed
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(7)  Itisvery difficult to say where from it begins or ends. As Lodge
says, "In the wider sense, all experience is said to be
educative. The bite of a mosquito, the taste of witer melon,
the experience of being caught in a storm, in a small boat
all such experiences have a directly educative effect on us.
The child educates his parents, the pupil educates his
teacher. Everything we say, think or do, educates us no less
than what is said or done to us by other beings, animate or
inanimate. In this wider sense, life is education and
education is life. Whatever broadens our horizon, deepens
our insight, refines our reaction and stimulates our thoughts
and feelings, educate us".

- Western Concepts :

Education as a Bipolar Process :

Sir John Adams describes education as a bi-polar process
where the two poles are the teacher and the taught. According to him
in such process the personality of one acts upon the personality of the
other to modify and develop. He says, "particularly here the
teacher's personality should dominate the pupil's personality".
The personality of the student can be modified in two ways - through
direct influence of the teacher's persondlity and through indirect
influence of knowledge of various forms. A quotation in the
Upanishada states, "In the bipolar process of education, the
teacher is the former pole. The pupil is the opposite pole,

. knowledge emanating from the teacher to the pupil, connects the

two and the instrument is the mutual discussion".

Thus in the process of education interaction takes place
between the teacher and the taught. In the words of Ross, "Like a
magnet, education must have two poles".

Education

Teacher |

Taught




